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Congo 


President Lissouba Comments on Country's 
Situation 

AB0310183592 Dakar PANA in French 1114 GMT 
2 Oct 93 


{Excerpis] Brazzaville, 2 Oct (PANA)}—In an exclusive 
interview with the PAN-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY 
[PANA], Congolese President Pascal Lissouba said that 
the decision by the political class to accept the alterna- 
tion or governments will help Congo overcome its cur- 
rent difficulties. 


Referring to the crisis facing the country, the president 
stated: “I am trying to reassure my countrymen and 
convince them that this law of democracy is important. 
It stipulates that even the best people for the job should 
allow the one chosen by the people to accomplish his 
work as they wait for subsequent elections.” 


The head of state also analyzed the country’s situation 
with respect to the 15 October deadline, set for a lasting 
solution to the contentious issue of the May and June 
early parliamentary elections. The date was fixed by the 
3 August Libreville Accords signed between the presi- 
dential group and the opposition coalition. 


The head of state declared: “Congo is a seriously ailing 
country that receives medication from time to time. We 
are facing problems.” He feared that if “care was not 
taken,” events in the country could spread to the rest of 
Africa and possibly the rest of the world. 


In President Lissouba’s view, there are cultural, legal, 
and political dimensions to the Congolese crisis. He 
wondered: **What is the use of laws if they do not have 
high cultural principles?” 


The president thinks that if the Supreme Court had 
considered all the facts concerning early parliamentary 
elections, instead of listening to just one side of the story, 
it would not have published its decision—which was 
considered favorable to the opposition, including the 
former sole party—‘in such a harsh and blunt manner.” 
He added that this “irresponsible act’’ was disapproved of 
by the Libreville Accords, which, it must be recalled, 
confers an elections arbitration role on an international 
college of seven magistrates. Furthermore, an international 
commission will be in charge of organizing the second 
round of early parliamentary elections on 3 October. 


The political aspect of the crisis is linked to world 
opinion. He pointed out that Congo _she only country 
that has allowed the opposition to have a rerun of 
elections in which it “deliberately” refused to partici- 
pate, with arms in hand, even though it had been refused 
nothing. [passage omitted] 


We have to build democracy “at our own pace, according 
to our own way of seeing things, without worrying about 
other people’s democratic forms, which are based on the 
idea of the winner taking all. 
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“We have to concentrate instead on the essential point. 
which according to African tradition, consists in how 
power can be shared,” he pointed out. He expressed 
pleasure about the arrival of several internationa! dele- 
gations in the country during the past few days. [passage 
omitted] 


In his PANA interview, the Congolese head of state was 
not very optimistic about the situation in Africa. “I 
learned as a child that wolves do not destroy one 
another, but now I am sure that we Blacks are destroying 
ourselves. [passage omitted] 


Second Round of Elections Passes Without 
‘Incidents’ 


ABO03 10204593 Paris AFP in English 1911 GMT 3 Oct 93 


[Text] Brazzaville, Oct 3 (AFP)}—The second round of 
Congolese legislative elections went ahead with no unto- 
ward incidents throughout the country Sunday, officials 
here and radio reports said. 


On June 6, a first attemot at holding the second round of 
elections, boycotted by opposition parties, was annulled 
after grenades were thrown at polling stations, starting a 
wave of clashes which left some 30 dead. 


Congolese radio reported no untoward incidents in the 
regions, where ballots were being held in six electoral 
regions. As in the capital, security forces were deployed 
at voting stations. 


In Brazzaville, balloting in three of five electoral districts 
was postponed until Wednesday [6 October] because of 
delays in drawing up electoral registers, but the decision 
provoked no trouble. 


The results of Sunday's ballot will not be known imme- 
diately, electoral officials said. 


In the first round of voting in May, 114 seats out of 125 
were decided, with 62 going to the presidential move- 
ment, 49 to the opposition and three to other parties. 


After the clashes on June 6, the opposition demanded a 
re-run of the first round in 12 constituencies won by the 
coalition backing President Pascal Lissouba, amid alle- 
gations of electoral fraud. 


But Gabonese President Omar Bongo mediated an agree- 
ment between both sides to stage a re-run of the second 
round of the elections under international supervision. 


Voting took place in |! constituencies, contested by 22 
candidates representing the opposition and the move- 
ment backing L'ssouba. 


2 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Zaire 


Official Reacts to Angolan Accusations of Aiding 
UNITA 


ABO04 10153893 Kinshasa Tele-Zaire Television Network 
in French 1230 GMT 2 Oct 93 


[Text] Accusations leveled by the Angolan Government 
against Zaire on alleged Zairian military assistance to the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] armed rebel movement are baseless and quite 
ridiculous. This was disclosed by Ngbanda Zambo ko 
Atumba, special security adviser to the head of state, on | 
October to Adrien Honore Ngbegne, a PANA correspon- 
dent in Kinshasa. The head of state’s special adviser was 
reacting to reports about arms supplies to UNITA by 
Kinshasa. Ngbanda Zambo ko Atumba stressed that 
Luanda has not yet supported its accusations with any 
tangible and palpable evidence. Why not, for example, 
present the Zairian soldiers who might have been capiured 
during the fighting—even just one soldier—to the interna- 
tional community to prove Zaire’s involvement with 
UNITA, the president’s special security adviser wondered. 


He deplored that the Angolan Government continues to 
level such serious accusations against Zaire without 
being able to provide irrefutable proof to the interna- 
tional community. The attitude of Luanda toward Kin- 
shasa stems purely from diplomatic hooliganism, 
because one cannot treat a neighboring country with 
such bad faith and ill will. 


Speaking on the same subject, the head of state’s special 
adviser on security affairs recalled that in line with the 
Zaire-Angola joint commission for defense, a joint 
inspection team toured the joint border and the Zairian 
towns which, according to the Angolan side, reportedly 
served to transit arms meant for UNITA and where 
UNITA combatants are allegedly trained. The alleged 
training centers turned out to be dispensaries or other 
forms of civilian infrastructure. He claimed that one 
cannot so quickly wipe out the marks left by military 
installations or military training camps. He said that 
after this inspection visit on the ground on the basis of 
the information furnished by the Angolan side, one 
cannot understand why the Luandan government per- 
SiSts in its accusations against Kinshasa, Mr. Ngbanda 
pointed out, and described this obstinacy as an act of 
state banditry. 


Concerning the alleged complaint that the Angolan Gov- 
ernment is said to be preparing to lodge with the United 
Nations against Zaire, the head of state’s special security 
adviser described the step as flimsy and baseless. He 
hoped that the international community would ask for 
concrete proof from Angola .n this connection and noted 
that the OAU requested this at the Cairo summit. He 
said he is convinced that the Angolan Government will 
not be able to supply any proof to substantiate the least 
of its unfounded accusations. 
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Concerning reports by the Angolan press agency, 
ANGOP, about arms and ammunitions delivered at 
Matadi port, the head of state’s special adviser on 
security affairs wondered whether Zaire no longer has 
the right to buy arms and ammunitions for its Armed 
Forces. Speaking about the alleged air movement of 
Hercules-130 planes that are said to have left Zaire for 
Angola with supplies for UNITA, he pointed out that 
Kinshasa has not had this type of aircraft in good flying 
condition for a long time now. He sarcastically wondered 
why the Angolan Armed Forces only content themselves 
with observing these plane movements instead of 
shooting them down. That, at least, would be irrefutable 
evidence to be presented to the international commu- 
nity, he advised. 


It is noteworthy that on 28 September the Angolan 
Government accused Zaire of violating the UN embargo 
on UNITA. We will bring you more on this. 


Monsengwo Considers Political Agreement 
‘Breakthrough’ 

BR0410142293 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 2-3 Oct 93 p 5 ' 


[Report on an interview with Archbishop Laurent Mon- 
sengwo by Rik De Gendt in Brussels on 30 September: 
“Zaire Is Once Again on Track for Sovereign National 
Conference’'—Archbishop Laurent Monsengwo on Polit- 
ical Agreement’’] 


[Text] Brussels—‘“When the situation of a dual parlia- 
ment and government comes to an end, we will once 
again be back on track for the Sovereign National 
Conference (CNS). Then the crisis, which has lasted for 
months, will be over, enabling us to continue estab- 
lishing a democracy in Zaire.”’ This was what the opti- 
mistic Archbishop Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, who 1s 
chairman of the High Council of the Republic (HCR), 
said to DE STANDAARD. 


After three weeks of negotiations, the Mobutu supporters 
and the opposition will today sign a general political 
agreement governing the transition to a democratically 
structured Third Republic by January 1995 at the very 
latest. 


The political stalemate had to do with the fact that, since 
April of this year, Zaire had been saddled with two 
governments (Tshisekedi and Birindwa), two parlia- 
ments (HCR and the National Assembly), and two 
constitutions. But negotiators representing the pro- 
Mobutu Political Forces of the Conclave (FPC) and the 
Sacred Union of the Radical Opposition (USOR) man- 
aged to reach an agreement this week after all. 


“This agreement constitutes a breakthrough,” said Mon- 
sengwo on Thursday evening [30 September] during 2 
stopover in Zaventem Airport, Brussels, on his way back 
from a working visit in Rome. “For the first time, 
President Mobutu appears genuinely prepared to go 
along with the constitutional structures of the CNS. The 
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negotiators finally reached a consensus on a system of 
institutional order that is based mainly on the system 
worked out by the CNS.” 


“The HCR must be rearranged to blend the two parlia- 
ments together into a single legislative body. In principle 
no one will be excluded, on condition that the political 
forces are equally represented. A major step forward is 
the condition that the new HCR will make decisions 
with the general agreement of both parties, rather than 
via the political game of majority versus minority.” 


Prime Minister 


“The appointment of a prime minister remains a deli- 
cate question,” admitted Monsengwo. “At present, it is 
not clear whether the negotiators will implement the 
choice of the CNS or appoint someone else. In that case, 
Etienne Tshisekedi, as the man directly involved, would 
have to give his blessing to his successor. The ball is in 
the court of the negotiators.” 


I hope that they can agree on a candidate who is 
acceptable to all parties concerned, and that other 
authorities do not have to be consulted. Unanimity 
regarding the future prime minister would guarantee that 
no further talks would immediately be derailed. 
Remember, any candidacy for the premiership must 
receive the official approval of the enlarged transitional 
pariiament and the ratification of the president.” 


According to Monsengwo, the appointment of anyone 
other than Etienne Tshisekedi as prime minister would 
not contravene his election by the CNS. The Transitional 
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Act provides for amendments of the conclusions on 
condition that they reflect the will of the people. 


National Interest 


“It is up to the negotiators whether or not they judge this 
to be the case here, and I in no way wish to influence 
their decision,” continued Monsengwo. “I only hope 
that everyone primarily has the national interest at heart, 
and is not out to benefit their party or themselves,” 
added the HCR chairman. 


Regarding his own role, he said: “There is every indication 
that I will remain chairman of the transitional parliament, 
but still subject to the same conditions. In the event of a 
severe crisis, | would stick to a negotiating role.” 


Monsengwo himself claimed that he had always acted 
scrupulously in the past months, rejecting the criticism 
that he had been biased in favor of making concessions 
to the Mobutu regime. “Anyone who maintains that 
shows that they are not familiar with what the CNS has 
actually achieved. In fact, it worked out a dynamic 
system of institutional order that is amenable to change 
or additions. 


“Otherwise we would never have come to the present 
negotiations. A glance at the memorandums issued by 
the bishops’ conference and my own statements provides 
proof enough that I want to keep strictly to my role as 
mediator and arbitrator. If | am taking up this task again 
today, it is mainly because the bishops want me to help 
the people to find their own way. I certainly hope that 
laymen will gradually be able to take over from me in 
this respect.” 


Eritrea 


President Meets UN Secretary Genezal in New York 


EA0210130093 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT ! Oct 93 


{Text} On 30 September in New York, President Isayas 
Afewerki met and held talks with UN Secretary General 
Butrus-Ghali. 


During his meetings with Dr. Butrus-Ghali, an agree- 
ment to open a UN office in Asmara embracing all UN 
bodies was signed. This office, the first of its kind in 
Africa, will include the offices of the UN Development 
Program, UNICEF, the UN Fund for Population Activ- 
ities, and the World Food Program. This agreement also 
is expected to play a large role in meeting Eritrea’s urgent 
reconstruction needs. 


Ethiopia 


President, Envoy Howe Discuss UN Focus in 
Somalia 


EA03 10132093 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 02 Oct 93 


[Excerpts] President Meles Zenawi noted today that the 
Somali problem can only be solved by implementing the 
Addis Ababa Treaty, which had been collectively agreed 
upon by the country’s opposition forces, and not by new 
ideas that periodically have arisen. [passage omitted] 


President Meles, in his meeting today with Admiral 
Jonathan Howe, noted that even if new ideas on Somalia 
are found necessary, it is better to reassess the previous 
agreement because there is no need to examine new 
ideas. In his meetings with Adm. Howe, who came to 
deliver a message sent by UN Secretary General Dr. 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali, and who also is the UN special 
envoy to Somalia, President Meles noted what the UN 
focus should be on its activities in Somalia. Noting the 
extent of the Somali problem, the president said that 
even though discussions had been carried out concerning 
the problem between this body [the United Nations] and 
neighboring countries including Ethiopia, the outcome 
had not been satisfactory. He said this joint effort should 
continue with much more consolidated effort. 


The message from Dr. Butrus-Ghali focused on the 
Somali issue, which is to be discussed in the coming two 
weeks in Addis Ababa by Dr. Butrus-Ghali with Presi- 
dent Meles. President Meles also had a telephone discus- 
sion on the Somali problem with Dr. Butrus-Ghali in 
New York yesterday. Adm. Howe, while presenting the 
message, noted that he plar.s to come to Ethiopia occa- 
sionally and consult with President Meles on the Somali 
problem and its solutions. Adm. Howe also briefed 
President Meles on his discussions with the U.S. Con- 
gress on the Somali issue and asked the president's ideas 
on the solutions to the prevailing problems. 
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Cooperation Agreements Signed With Eritrea 


EA3009095093 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia in 
English to Neighboring Countries 1530 GMT 29 Sep 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Tamirat Layne has said that 
Ethiopia and Eritrea have agreed to foster closer rela- 
tions between their peoples and to work together towards 
gradual economic integration. Speaking to journalists 
before departure from Asmara and on arrival here in 
Addis Ababa, the prime minister said that the first- 
round meeting of the Ethio-Eritrea joint ministerial 
commission has been successfully completed with a 
signing of a series of cooperation agreements in the 
political, economic and social fields. 


He said that beside proving the absence of any funda- 
mental contradiction or grudge between Eritreans and 
Ethiopians, the meeting has clearly shown the readiness 
of the two peoples to work and solve their problems 
jointly. He said that the meeting had also proved the 
correctness of the stand which recommended people and 
democratic means as the only way of solving the Ethio- 
Eritrean conflict. 


Ato [Mr.] Tamirat Layne pointed out that the joint agree- 
ment in the fields of politics dealt with military, foreign 
policy and security issues as well as the unrested people- 
to-people relations [as heard]. He said that one of the key 
and most significant outcomes of the ministerial meeting 
was the agreement to allow the free movement of people 
from Eritrea to Ethiopia and from Ethiopia to Eritrea. Ato 
Tamirat also said that as regards the issues of nationality, 
the two sides have agreed on conditions for granting 
reciprocal rights to and the promotion of bilateral relations 
between the peoples of the two countries. 


Somalia 


Militiamen Present Video of ‘Captured’ U.S. Pilot 
ABO04 10122793 Paris AFP in English 1188 GMT 4 Oct 93 


{By Marie Joannidis} 


[Excerpts] Mogadishu, 4 Oct (AFP)}—Somali militiamen 
on Monday presented a video-cassette of a U.S. pilot 
captured during a bloody UN raid to capture militia 
leaders in the capital, whi~h was shaken by further 
clashes overnight. The U.S. major, wearing a i-shirt and 
his dog-tag, was shown only from the waist up as 
supporters of fugitive Somali warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aidid said he had a broken leg requiring treatment after 
Sunday's [3 October] raid. 


Senior members of General Aidid’s Somali National 
Alliance (SNA), Abdulahi Hassan Firinbi and Mohamed 
Siad, said the militia had seven American bodies to hand 
over to the United Nations. Witnesses said they saw the 
bodies of three dead Americans in the Bakara market 
place in Aidid’s south Mogadishu stronghold, while a 
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UN official said “several hundred Somalis” may have 
been killed in Sunday's clashes. [passage omitted] 


In the Bakara market, some 500 Somalis crowded 
around the naked body of a white man. “Victory! Vic- 
tory! Look at the white man, look at the American,” 
some shouted, punching their fists in the air. Witnesses 
said a second white man’s body wearing only underpants 
and bound up at the ankles was dragged through the 
market, while a third badly burned white corpse lay in a 
heap of twisted metal. 


American, Pakistani and Malay troops exchanged fire 
for several hours with Somali gunmen during the night as 
they cleared a way out for some 70 trapped U.S. Rangers 
who had tried to rescue the crew of one of the downed 
helicopiers. No reliable estimate of Somali casualties 
from Sunday’s fighting could be had, but the two south 
Mogadishu hospitals at Benadir and Digfer took in many 
injured women, children and men. Bloody corpses still 
lay in the Bakara market district on Monday. 


The SNA called Monday on U.S. President Bill Clinton 
to stop the “massacre of Somalis,” declaring that several 
hundred women and children were among those hurt in 
Sunday's battles. [passage omitted] 


SSNM Secretary Comments on UNOSOM's 
Objectives 

EA0110220093 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice of 
the Great Somali People in Somali 1750 GMT 1 Oct 93 


[Text] "Abd al-Razzaq Shaykh Ali Salad, the Southern 
Somali National Movement [SSNM] mobilization secre- 
tary, today spoke about the struggle being waged by the 
organization and about United Nations Operation in 
Somalia's [UNOSOM] objectives. Speaking to reporters 
from the Voice of the Great Somali People, he said the 
SSNM—one of the organizations making up the Somali 
National Alliance [SNA], and which also played an 
important part in the struggle by the Somali people 
against dictator Siad Barre—was surprised that after the 


EAST AFRICA 5 


ouster of the dictator, selfish groups emerged. This led to 
the arrival of UNOSOM-II and U.S. troops, whose 
presence in our midst is a mystery. These troops first 
claimed they had come to Somalia on a humanitarian 
mission, but it became clear later on that they had come 
as reinforcements to prop up the Manifesto group [of 
1990] and the remnants of Siad Barre’s soldiers. 


The SSNM mobilization secretary added that the self- 
styled UNOSOM-II took orders from individuals prac- 
ticing [words indistinct], who at the same time boasted 
of their being famous and who claimed that they used to 
lead the Somali people. The secretary described this as 
{words indistinct} Mohamed Farah Aidid, the chairman 
of the SNA and the United Somali Congress, who [words 
indistinct] the general interests. He said this was clear 
proof that UNOSOM.-II and the United States are mon- 
sters. In conclusion, he said the SSNM and the other 
organizations that made up the SNA were fully aware of 
the objectives of the neo-colonialists in Somalia and 
would never accept them. 


Somaliland Vice President Meets Local Governmen! 
Elders 
EA3009132093 (Clandestine) Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 26 Sep 93 


[Text] Vice President Abdirahman Ali Farah of the 
republic of Somaliland met the settlement elders of 
Hargeysa at the town’s municipal headquarters on 26 
September. The vice president said that government 
starts from the local government level, hence the need to 
strive for tax collection and security. He also explained 
that government had taken over responsibility for Kala- 
baydh customs post and will now take action over 
Hargeysa Airport and Berbera Road. He asked the 
settlement elders to help the government in this matter. 
Before the vice president's speech, Hargeysa Mayor 
Omar Mohamed Handule Boobe reported on the work of 
the local government. 


Government, ANC Reportedly Accommodate 
Inkatha Demands 


MB04 10152393 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 4 Oct 93 pp 1, 2 


{By Billy Paddock] 


[Text] Inkatha looks set to be drawn back into formal 
negotiations—and is also preparing to contest the April 
27 elections. This follows a series of secret talks with 
government and the ANC [African National Congress] 
since the party walked out of the Kempton Park negoti- 
ating forum in July. 


Government and the ANC are understood to have gone 
a long way towards accommodating Inkatha’s demands 
for substantial regional autonomy and for the early 
finalisation of key elements of the constitution. 


What Inkatha sources described as “the latest positive 
development” was forged during three meetings with gov- 
ernment last week. A senior Inkatha negotiator said: “We 
are confident that the cookie is crumbling our way.” 


And at the weekend the Inkatha centra! committee 
decided to start preparing for the scheduled elections 
despite the party's previous unbending opposition to the 
poll. The committee said it would gear up for elections in 
the hope that “a final constitution which entrenches 
federalism” would .¢ won. 


Constitutional Development Minister Roelf Meyer 
refused to be drawn on Inkatha’s positive new approach, 
but said developments were at a sensitive st: ge. The next 
10 days would be crucial, he said. However, another 
government source confirmed there was positive 
progress and said he believed Inkatha could be brought 
back into talks. 


Government has been wooing Inkatha back to the nego- 
tiating process by undertaking a reformulation of the 
“federal principles” in its constitutional proposals. It is 
also promising to ensure that these cannot be tampered 
with by the elected constitutional assembly. 


Inkatha has also been given assurances that the draft 
deadiock-breaking mechanism, which favoured the ANC 
and could have resulted in it redrafting the entire nego- 
tiated constitution, will be changed. 


Home Affairs Minister Danie Schutte said last week that 
government's new federal proposals, with built-in guar- 
antees, would be sufficient to accommodate Inkatha 
demands. Government will table these new submissions 
to a constitutional technical committee this week. It is 
understood that the constitution being negotiated will be 
so comprehensive that only minor technical redrafting 
will be left to a constitutional assembly. 


Regions are also likely to be granted more original 
powers—to the extent that the functions currentiy under 
the power of the homeland governments will be changed 
only slightly. 
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Despite the progress, Inkatha is not expected to rejoin 
negotiators at the World Trade Centre table. Instead, 
once the constitution is finalised, its leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi will approve it at a plenary meeting of leaders 
and senior negotiators scheduled for the end of October. 


The leaders will be approving a package of agreements, 
including the constitution, the Transitional Executive 
Council, the Independent Electoral Commission, the 
Media Commission, the Independent Broadcast Authority 
and the Electoral Bill, as well as a Bill of Rights for the 
transition. 


Meanwhile, it appears the TBVC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] states’ reincorporation 
has been resolved in principle, with only detail and 
logistics remaining to be decided. 


A senior Bophuthatswana source confirmed that officials 
had held a series of “very successful meetings” with the 
ANC, which had “conceded many issues” it had previ- 
ously rejected. These included more autonomy for the 
regions, allowing them to develop their own tax bases. 
and permitting the drawing up of regional constitutions, 
within limitations. 


The past week's flurry of bilateral meetings comes to an end 
today as the negotiating council resumes discussions on the 
constitution. A key element on the agenda is the structure of 
the judiciary and how to ensure its independence. 


Zulu Paper Notes Grounds for Optimism in 
Negotiations 

MB0410120093 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 30 Sep-2 Oct 93 
p 7 


[From the “Comment and Opinion” page—article pub- 
lished in English] 


[Text] Negotiations are possibly on track again. 


Though the Multi-Party Negotiating Process is formalls 
in the driving seat, the reality facing the ANC [African 
National Congress] and Government is that there will be 
no meaningful settlement without the KwaZulu Govern- 
ment and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] which withdrew 
from the constitutional talks on 2? July 


Thus the stress upon the present round of government 
bilaterals with the KwaZulu Government. The first 
meeting took place on 16 September. followed by 
another last weekend, and probably another tomorrow. 


The Government belies that if it can get KwaZulu to 
endorse compromises being put on the table. and if these 
can be sold to the ANC, that they will then be approved 
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by the other parties at the World Trade Centre. The key 
to success lics in the compromises being made. 


The central constitutional concerns relate (1) to the 
constitution-drafting process, and (2) to the form this 
constitution takes. IFP and KwaZulu objections boil 
down to the present process denying, for all time, a 
federal South Africa. 


Already, without anything having come formally from 
the Government/KwaZulu talks, the ANC has seen the 
writing on the wall for the original proposai for a simple 
majority being able to draft the new constitution. 


The international community for one, has recognised the 
validity of the IFP’s view. 


So, anticipating bilateral agreement on significant 
changes here, the ANC has stated its willingness to 
revisit this controversy. 


Be that as it may, the IFP has long rejected the principle 
of a constituent assembly drafting the constitution. 
Commentators in the media have frequently stated with 
glib assurance that the interim constitution being drafted 
at the World Trade Centre was to all intents and pur- 
poses a final constitution. This, of course, was patent 
nonsense. 


But the effect of compromises being made to the process 
could indeed result in this situation coming about. 


The issue however, is not simply one of the general 
majority required to change the next constitution—be it 
two-thirds or whatever. Important also, is the need for 
special majorities to revise key clauses, such as for 
regional powers. 


It is vital that regional powers cannot be revoked or 
altered without the express agreement of the regions. 
This will Se a tough one for the ANC, especially if the 
next constitution is federal, but it will be necessary to 


make progress. 


This leads to the second major constitution issue—the 
form of state. The present draft constitutions have 
expressly provided for a unitary state, no matter the hype 
by certain parties and commentators that federalism has 
been secured. What has been produced is nothing less 
than an imaginative sleight-of-hand with the outward 
form of federalism but none of the content. It is a sham 
and it will not wash with the IFP or KwaZulu. 


Moreover, the set of principles intended to be binding on 
the future constitution-making body are so vague as to be 
utterly meaningless. 


Again, anticipating that the Government and KwaZulu 
will possibly dig in their heels on this, the ANC has 
quietly indicated that certain changes to the original 
powers of the states could be considered, though it is not 
very happy at the idea. The crunch, of course, is in 
agreeing to the detail. 
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That the bilaterals will succeed and that the ANC will 
accept what comes from them is by no means certain. 
But going by the signals, there are grounds for a degree of 
optimism. 


The acid test from the KwaZulu/IFP side will be results, 
not pious platitudes which have in the past been uttered 
precisely in order to create a false sense of agreement. 
The IFP is desperate for elections—but these must be 
elections for the next government, not for a constitution- 
making body. 


If this principle is secured, there is room for hope. 


TBVC States Stepping Into ANC ‘Trap’ on 
Elections 


MB03 10120593 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 3 Oct 93 p 2 


{Article by Ray Hartley] 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] cracked its 
whip and the house came to attention. This was the week 
that the organisation's chief negotiator Cyril Ramaphosa 
finally called the bluff of the TBYC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] states. 


After months of deferring the issue of when and how they 
would rejoin South Africa, negotiators from Ciskei and 
Bophuthatswana walked into a carefully-laid trap. 


Mr Ramaphosa was explicit: South Africa had the right 
to pass whatever legislation it pleased and there was no 
reason why the Electoral Act should not give the right to 
vote to citizens of the TBVC states, he said. 


Ciskei’s Mickey Webb was the first to respond. Of course 
South Africa could pass such a law, but, he asked, would 
it be enforceable in the independent and sovereign 
TBVC states? 


Precisely, said Mr Ramaphosa, the extension of the vote 
was legal—all that remained was to sort out how this 
would be enforced. 


Then he produced his trump card: TBVC negotiators 
should stand up now and say if they would prevent their 
citizens from participating in the election, he said. 


It was a moment of truth that neither Bophuthatswana 
nor Ciskei were ready for. 


Either they would have to commit themselves to partic- 
ipating in the election and turn negotiations on reincor- 
poration into a sideshow, or they had to say no to the 
election and face the political consequences of this 
among homeland residents. 


They wisely declined to respond to the ultsmatum and 
further discussion on the matter was referred to a future 
meeting of the council. 
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The exchange between Mr Ramaphosa and Mr Webb was 
a strong signal that the ANC is losing patience with the 
foot-dragging of the TBVC states over reincorporation. 


With four pieces of transitional legislation under the belt 
and behind-the-scenes talks taking place on the 
mechanics of implementing the Transitional Executive 
Council, the ANC began to show its determination to cut 
to the chafe and deliver a framework for all-inclusive 
elections. 


A breakdown of the areas still needing finalisation in the 
new constitution was circulated on Wednesday. 


Still up for discussion are the shape of the future execu- 
tive, including the deputy presidency and the deadlock- 
breaking mechanism for the future constituent assembly. 


Despite the ominous list of issues still outstanding, 
negotiators spent much of this week on peripheral mat- 
ters. Talks were adjourned for two hours on Thursday 
while the planning committee discussed a suggestion by 
the ANC that cellular telephones be discussed in the 
council. 


The council reconvened to discuss another thorny 
issue—whether or not prisoners should be afforded the 
right to vote. 


SACP [South African Communist Party] chairman Joe 
Slovo argued that the courts had already imposed pun- 
ishment On criminals and prisoners should not be further 
punished by being excluded from the vote. 


In the end only the government, the DP [Democratic 
Party] and the Afrikaner Volksunie remained opposed to 
the principle, but then they are the parties least likely to 
benefit from the 100,000 additional votes that will be 
unleashed by the move. 


Mandela on ‘Successful’ U.S. Visit, Sanctions 
Lifting 


MB0310122193 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1134 
GMT 3 Oct 93 


[By David Greybe] 


[Text] Washington Oct 3 SAPA—African National Con- 
gress [ANC] Presider: Nelson Mandela ended his 10-day 
trip to the United States at the weekend, confident that 
South Africa would attract foreign investment. “The 
response has been far more than I expected,” Mr. Mandela 
said in an exclusive interview with SAPA on Saturday 
before jetting out for the European leg of his trip, which 
starts on Monday. It has been a successful visit,” he added. 


Mr. Mandela's campaign to sell South Africa began with 
his call at the United Nations for the lifting of economic 
sanctions. Shuttling between New York and Washington. 
he addressed two conferences on South Africa, met senior 
officials and interest groups at the UN and held talks with 
top business and political leaders in the US. 
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He revealed that the 170 or so pieces of US sanctions 
legisiation at federal, state and city level would be 
repealed in the next three months, a record by US 
legislature standards. 


At the UN, sources confirmed the world body was 
expected to lift its economic sanctions “very soon”, 
possibly within a fortnight. The European Community, 
the Commonwealth and a number of countries lifted 
economic sanctions shortly after Mr. Mandela's call. 


He said he was confident he had cleared up the miscon- 
ception that violence had engulfed the whole of South 
Africa. “I know that there are investors—and big ones— 
who want to go to South Africa now to invest, and who 
are prepared to take the risk because they have confi- 
dence in the leadership in South Africa. “They realise 
that there are men and women on both sides of the 
colour line who are determined to ensure that the vio- 
lence is stopped, and that an ideal environment for 
investment is created.” 


He said US Commerce Secretary Ron Brown would soon 
lead a delegation of prominent business executives to 
South Africa. 


President Bill Clinton announced after Mr. Mandela had 
called for the lifting of non-military sanctions that Mr. 
Brown would travel to South Africa before the end of the 
year. “He (Brown) said to me that they are contem- 
plating going there almost immediately—either in 
October or in the beginning of November,”’ Mr. Mandela 
said. The US delegation will investigate Souta Africa's 
potential for trade and investment. 


Mr. Mandela was optimistic that the rightwing, repre- 
sented by General Constand Viljoen’s Afrikaner Volks- 
front [National Front] (AVF), would eventually join 
South Africa’s peace process. Members of the ANC 
leadership, including Mr. Mandela. were for the first 
time talking directly to Gen Viljoen about a compromise 
deal. [passage omitted] 


He met on Saturday morning at his Washington hotel 
with the chairman of the influential congressional! Black 
Caucus, Democratic Represeniative Kweisi Mfume, and 
together worked out a strategy to get US sanctions 
legislation repealed. Observers have often said that this 
would be one of the hardest parts of ending the country's 
sanctions policy against South Africa. 


For example, some sanctions against Namibia are still on 
statute books in the US, more than three years after that 
country won its independence. 


Mr. Mandela said the problem in the US was the fact 
that legislatures did not sit in regular session. “We have 
developed a common strategy to tackle this question,” 
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Mr. Mandela said about his meeting with Mr. Mfume. 
“We must give them about three months in order to 
repeal sanctions.” 


Mr. Mandela reiterated he did not expect the “flood- 
gates” of investment to open immediately. He expected 
investors to be “very careful” initially about South 
Africa. “They are going to want to see not so much 
speeches as concrete results. | am confident, however, 
that we have cleared up one misconception, that violence 
has engulfed the whole of South Africa. That is not the 
position. Violence is only limited to certain areas, in 
places like Natal and the Witwatersrand. And even there 
in isolaied areas.” 


Mr. Mandela said he had argued that the investment 
climate in the rest of the country was “ideal”. But, he 
conceded, investors would remain cautious until the 
violence had been reduced. 


The establishment soon of the Transitional Executive 
Council (TEC) and the talks between the ANC and the 
rightwing were important mechanisms which would help 
to reduce the violence. “One thing that he (Viljoen) has 
accepted is that violence is neither in the interest of the 
whole country, nor of his own community, the Afrikan- 
ers,” Mr. Mandela said. * 


The TEC would for ‘he first time introduce joint control 
of the security forces. The ANC accuses rightwing ele- 
ments within the security forces of fomenting the vio- 
lence. “But even that is going to be a temporary mea- 
sure,”’ Mr. Mandela said. Only the installition after the 
April 27 election of a democratic government, which has 
command of the resources of government, “can directly 
address and effectively stop the violence”. 


NP Reacts to Mandela's Defense on Lifting 
Sanctions 


LD9O5 10071493 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2040 
GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 4 SAPA—The African 
National Congress’ [ANC] inability to recognise earlier 
the damage its sanctions policy caused showed it could 
not be trusted with governing the country, the National 
Party [NP] said on Monday. In a statement the NP said 
ANC President Nelson Mandela's admission in Wash- 
ington recently that sanctions prevented economic 
growth and should have been lifted long ago, did not 
erase the damage caused by ANC policy. “The ANC 
defended its policy with unflinching belief. An organisa- 
tion which shows such great inability to acknowledge the 
damage of its own policies cannot be trusted to govern 
the country on its own.” 
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ANC ‘Pontificating’ on Sanctions Called ‘Infuriating’ 
MB0410105793 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 30 Sep-2 Oct 93 
p?7 


[From the “Comment and Opinion” page: “No Fairy 
Tale Godfathers Here”’—article published in English) 


[Text] There are few things as infuriating as the self- 
righteousness of ANC [African National Congress] 
leaders pontificating on the abolition of sanctions. 


Are the ANC’s wabenzi’s [elite] in their Gucci suits, 
homes in suburbia and their smart cars—all sponsored 
by foreign patrons—so insensitive that they cannot see a 
glaring contrast between their lifestyles and those not 
fortunate enough to form part of the ANC elite? 


The indigent who have been forced to bear the brunt of 
the ANC’s strategy are now forced to witness a holier- 
than-ithou public exhibition of suave sanctimoniousness 
from the very people who have impoverished them in the 
name of “the struggle”. 


No one begrudges him swapping prison garb for pin- 
striped suits, but the now fashion-conscious ANC presi- 
dent has just been nominated the globe's best-dressed 
politician. Isn‘t that nice? 


Meantime, hundreds of thousands of jobs have been lost 
to his fellow citizens, causing untold hardship and 
misery to millions of people who were already suffering 
enough under apartheid without needing the added pain 
occasioned by sanctions. 


Will we ever know how much sanctions contributed 
towards poverty, crime, unemployment, political vio- 
lence, the breakdown of the black family structure, and 
the disappearance of ubuntu [humanity; as our guiding 
philosophy of life? 


Will we ever know what our lives would be like had 
millions of new jobs and new opportunities been created 
over the past two decades or so? 


Probably not in precise detail. But in drawing up a 
balance sheet of debits and credits, history will one day 
show that sanctions had effects that were highly destruc- 
tive, and far outweighed the supposed benefits that 
sanctions were meant to have brought about. 


The people of this country are in a truly desperate 
Situation, trying to survive with an economy that has 
been shrinking for four years in a row, three of them 
sincc Mandela's release. 


He and we, know full well that political freedom is 
irrelevant if the economy is unable to satisfy the people's 
basic needs. 


Yet during the past three years of negotiations and free 
political activity, living standards of the people have got 
worse and worse, thanks largely to the ANC’s insistence 
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that the people remain poverty-stricken until it is satis- 
fied that this should change. 


The rationale is that come election time the ANC wants 
to be perceived as the party that liberated South Africa 
and which, in waving a magic wand, will conclude the 
struggle with a suitable fairy tale ending. 


But the reality will be otherwise. No matter who is in 
government, the vast majority of people will be suffering 
the effects of poverty, crime and their destroyed com- 
munities for years into the future. It is indisputable that 
sanctions have been a major contributor to this. 


We trust those who have suffered and will continue 
suffering, wiii realise that the ANC’s double-breasted 
godfathers bear more resemblance to the godfathers of 
the Mafia than to the sweet figures of Hans Christian 
Anderson. 


Goldstone on Reasons Against NP Role in ‘Third 
Force’ 


LDO5 10071593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2058 
GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Mmabatho Oct 4 SAPA—There were strong rea- 
sons to believe the National Party [NP] government was 
not bent on destabilising the country, Goldstone Com- 
mission Chairman Mr. Justice Richard Goldstone said 
on Monday. Although he had little doubt a considerable 
cause of violence was the work of agents provocateur 
opposed to change, Mr. Justice Goldstone said he did 
not know who they were. 


He was commenting on claims of government involve- 
ment in a so-called third force—repeated in a recent 
Human Rights Commission report—during an address 
to the Cape of Good Hope Law Society at Sun City in 
Bophuthatswana. 


“There are substantial reasons for concluding that the 
interests of the government and the National Party 
would be strongly against such destabilising activity. 
They are too firmly and irrevocably committed to the 
present negotiated peaceful change. If that process fails 
so, too, do they.” 


Mr. Goldstone said the government’s interests in the 
past three years were different from those in the 1980s 
when security forces were involved in destabilising tac- 
tics. However, the commission had not ruled out the 
possibility of a third force, he stressed. “To the extent 
that the commission is a jury, in respect of third force 
activities, that jury is still out.” 


Mr. Goldstone repeated the commission had found that 
rivalry between the Inkatha Freedom Party and the 
African National Congress was one of a number of 
causes of political violence. 
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NP Welcomes Comments 


MBO05 10094093 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2227 
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[SAPA PR wire service issued by the National Party, NP, 
Federal Information Service: “Statement by the 
National Party: In Reaction to Mr Justice Goldstone’s 
Remarks During an Address to the Cape of Good Hope 
Law Society at Sun City”’] 


[Text] Judge Goldstone’s remarks strengthen our argu- 
ment that the National Party and the government has no 
interest or part in the ongoing violence whatsoever. To 
the contrary, the National Party ts the party whose cause 
suffers the most due to the present violence. In fact the 
parties responsible for the violence are cleverly trying to 
shift the blame to the NP. 


A recent example of this, is the Commission for Human 
Rights’ (widely regarded as a pro-ANC [African National 
Congress] institution) report that the violence is a result 
of a deliberate destabilising policy by the NP. This 
“report”, as was the case with many other allegations 
was not based on facts but rather a clumsy manipulation 
of facts. 


We trust that people will take note of Judge Goldstone’s 
remarks. His credibility as an objective inquisitor 1s 
beyond reproach. Enquiries: Danie du Plessis Tel: (012) 
348-3100 


Further Details on KwaZulu Self-Defense Units 


MB04 10181593 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1652 
GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Durban Oct 4 SAPA—The kwaZulu government 
hopes to train 400 men to defend Nata! communities 
against violence which has left at least 10,000 dead in the 
province in recent years. Supplementing an earlier call 
by Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] president and kwaZulu 
Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the kwaZulu Leg- 
islative Assembly announced at the weekend it had 
decided to set up self-protection units. 


Assembly Secretary Mr M R Mzimela said the units 
would consist of three or four men armed with “ordinary 
weapons, sometimes just traditional weapons”. “One 
can use anything to protect oneself, and we will empha- 
size security awareness,” he said. 


While Mr Mzimela was sketchy about what arms would 
be issued to the units and where they would be trained. 
he said funds for training had not yet been received. 
Money would “come from our friends”. he said. 


IFP spokesman Ed Tillet, commenting on Mr Mzimela’s 
statement. said there had been a “‘phenomenal response” 
to Mr Buthelezi’s controversial call to supporters to 
contribute R[{rand]5 each towards the units. 


However, “monies have not yet been remitted to the 
kwazulu legislative assembly...as yet there 1s no financial 
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record” of donations. There was no way to estimate how 
much had been donated, he added. 


Mr Mzimela said private volunteers would be called in to 
train the men and the units would be deployed in 
districts in Natal/kwaZu!u which had experienced high 
levels of violence. 


Mr Tillet said it was “most likely” the units would also be 
deployed on the Reef. The men, who would be recruited 
throughout Natal, would be trained in six weeks. 


Mr Buthelezi’s call for donations for the units met with 
widespread disapproval, but he defended this by saying 
it was the least that could be done in view of private 
armies being tolerated in South Africa. 


At its weekend Central Committee meeting, the IFP 
called for the disbanding of privates armies. 


Mr Tillet stressed the units would not act as the IFP’s 
private army and that they would be defensive, “not 
paramilitary”. He said they were intended for the pro- 
tection of Zulus and possibly other ethnic groups, and 
were above political affiliation. 


Zulu Fighting Capacity Assessed 


MB0110184193 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL 
& GUARDIAN in English 1-7 Oct 93 p 8 


[By Stephen Laufer] 


[Text] Militant Shaka day speeckes by Inkatha leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Zulu King Goodwill Zwe- 
lithini have raised the question: has kwaZulu the 
capacity to wage civil war in South Africa? 


Addressing rallies in Natal, Buthelezi and the king 
rejected the Transitional Executive Council and 
unveiled plans to train and deploy armed Zulu self- 
defence units in Natal and on the Reef. The National 
Party’s Marthinus van Schalkwyk called the plans a 
recipe for civil war, and the African National Congress 
asked Zulus to ignore Buthelezi’s call to finance the units 
by contributing R[{:andj5 per person, claiming they were 
aimed at strengthening Inkatha’s “reign of terror”. 


Yet far from the party-political polemic, analysts agree 
that Buthelezi’s military options are limited. KwaZulu’s 
fragmented geography and a lack of heavy weaponry 
such as armoured cars, artillery and aircraft would make 
prolonged open conflict of the Angolan, Vietnamese or 
Afghan variety—-where secure bases and the increasing 
use of conventional warfare were used to capture ever- 
greater territorial control—unlikely. 


“Secession would make for a terribly messy military 
situation,” said Helmut Heitman, Cape Town corre- 
spondent of the authoritative Jane’s Defence Weekly. 
“The central government would face the choice of a 
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festering Ulster-type situation or the massive use of 
heavy weaponry, which would mean killing many inno- 
cent crvilians.”’ 


An Inkatha/kwaZulu force, on the other hand, would 
rapidly find itself outgunned. Armscor refuses to divulge 
details of the weapons supplied to Ulundi over the years, 
and it is unclear what has been coming over the Mozam- 
bique border. But analysts agree that Buthelezi’s forces 
have neither access to nor training in the use of the 
sophisticated hardware needed to bring down helicopter 
gunships or Impala ground attack jets. 


Aside from police Casspirs and similar vehicles, Ulundi 
appears to have no armour, and certainly nothing which 
could withstand a round fired from the big gun of an 
army Ratel, an Elephant tank, or a G-5. 


“It would take more than luck to hit an aircraft with a 
rifle,” said one weapons expert, “and even then it would 
probably not bring it down.’ Modern airborne warfare, 
developed in many guerrilla conflicts, 1s designed to 
defeat ground forces armed with little more than rifles 
and sub-machine guns without sustaining too many 
causalities. The best Ulundi could hope for in this 
unequally matched situation would be access to surface- 
to-air missiles or rocket launchers. 


The most readily available weapons in this category, 
according to Heitman, is the RPG-7, a relatively slow, 
unguided rocket. Directed at aircraft, their “kill rate”’ 1s 
not high, but one did bring down a US Blackhawk 
helicopter in Somalia last week. KwaZulu policemen 
trained by the SADF [South African Defence Force] in 
the Caprivi strip were taught how to use RPG-7s, and 
SAP [South African police] reports in recent months 
have confirmed several attempts to smuggle the weapons 
into South Africa from Mozambique. Analysts assume 
that at least as many smugglers have evaded detection as 
have been caught, and that several RPG-7s have found 
their way to potential end-user in South Africa. 


With kwaZulu’s long coastline, the importation of more 
sophisticated smaller weapons would be child's play. 
“With sufficient cash you can get virtually anything on 
the world arms market today,” said Heitman. “The 
weapons could be delivered over the beach at virtually 


any point.” 


Financial backing and access to more sophisticated hard- 
ware could come from the Middle East and the Indian 
subcontinent. The dual promise of privileged business 
rights and the opportunity for Islamic proselytisation in 
a future state of Natal/kwaZulu could in He:tman’s view 
prove tempting, providing such weapons as Soviet- 
designed SAM 7 or American Stinger rockets, both of 
them devastatingly effective when used against aircraft. 
[sentence incomplete as published} 


Inkatha has forged some Middle Eastern links, with the 
help of its Indian MP, Farouk Cassim, and through Roly 
Arenstein, a Durban lawyer with connections to the 
Islamic Propagation Centre International. Money has 
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come from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, 
say sources, but has so far apparently becn earmarked for 
election campaigning. 


Access to heavier weapons would be virtually impos- 
sible, say analysts. SADF Commando and Citizen Force 
armouries generally hold little more than rifles and 
ammunition, with armour or artillery held under heavy 
guard at fewer central locations. 


So any serious attempt at secessicn, say analysts, would 
tlt the scales towards urban guerrilla activity, including 
terror attacks on “soft” civilian targets. Mayhem on an 
even larger scale than at present, so the argument goes, 
could influence the direction of the political process in 
the country significantly. 


“The great fear,” said one analyst who asked not to be 
identified, “must be an alliance between Inkatha and the 
ultra-right, with Buthelezi providing the troops and 
Constand Viljoen providing strategic planning, the gen- 
erals, training and access to heavy weaponry in the 
SADF armouries.”” The goal would be a security situa- 
tion in which the SADF would appear justified in 
imposing martial law and suspending democratic polit- 
ical activity. “It would be a coup promising a return to 
democracy when peace has been restored,” said the 
analy’. “with the clear message that the Volksfront 
[Afrikaner National Front, AVF] and Inkatha should be 
accommodated.” 


Nelson Mandela s recent meetings with Viljoen must be 
seen in this context—as a desperate attempt to prevent a 
Volksfront-Inkatha alliance being cast in concrete. The 
ANC [African National Congress]-AVF discussions fol- 
lowed reports of severai meetings between Buthelezi and 
Viljoen and as yet unsubstantiated accounts of training 
camps for Inkatha cadres run by AVF experts. 


The AVF is understood to have a significant following 
both within the permanent force and Citizen Force units. 
Among its supporters are several “dirty tricks” and 
counterinsurgency specialists with experience from 
South Africa’s dirty wars against opponents both inside 
and outside the country. 


Currently, Viljoen appears to be keeping his options 
open, preferring to use the threat of military conflict as a 
political lever. In a recent interview with the BBC World 
Service, he admitted that Afrikaners could never win a 
civil war. But pointing to his capacity for destruction, he 
said the end result of a war would be negotiations on a 
white homeland. Better to negotiate now and avoid the 
bloodshed, was his clear message. 


Any challenge by Ulundi to central authority based on 
urban guerrilla warfare or terror would involve the 
kwaZu!u police [KZP] as the backbone of operations, 
agree military analysts. Despite doubts regarding 
training levels and discipline, raised most recently before 
the Goldstone Commission, the KZP is still the best 
equipped and largest force available to Buthelezi. 
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Besides regular uniformed police schooled along SAP lines 
and equipped with German-designed G-3 automatic rifles, 
the KZP has up to 200 specialists trained by the South 
African army in the Caprivi Strip. According to findings 
earlier this year by Judge Goldstone, the Caprivi graduates 
were taught to use any array of light weapons such as 
pistols and AK47 and Uzi automatic rifles. 


They also received training in the use of RPG-7s, and in 
urban guerrilla warfare, including building demolition 
and attacks with hand grenades and smoke devices. They 
were taught surveillance techniques and how to abduct 


people. 


“With efficient command and control structures a few 
dozen well-trained people could turn this country upside 
down, particularly if they were black and able to sub- 
merge after hitting a target,” explained Heitman. Going 
underground could prove more difficult for Inkatha 
cadres than it sounds, contends Umkhonto we Sizwe’s 
[Spear of the Nation. MK—ANC military wing] chief of 
staff Siphiwe Nyanda, himself no stranger to the Maoist 
art of “moving among the peopie like a fish in water.” 


“They wouldn't be able to sustain a terror campaign 
because the support is not there from the population. 
Ordinary people are ultimately interested in their own 
livelihoods,” not in going out on a limb for Buthelezi, 
said Nyanda. 


Admitting that the ANC had made mistakes tn allowing 
Reef hostel dwellers to become isolated by calling for the 
demolition of their buildings, he said hostels did provide 
Inkatha with potential military bases for future use. “But 
the hostels are still not impenetrable politically.” he 
insisted. “We must begin a campaign to woo the hostel 
dwellers. They are our people, however misguided they 
may be.” 


Asked what MK’s attitude to secession would be once the 
ANC was in government, Nyanda said “we will do what we 
can to show ordinary Afrikaners and Zulus that their best 
interests lie in a united South Africa. But faced with a 
military campaign, we must use the means at our disposal.” 


Nyanda is hopeful that it will not be necessary to send 
the big guns to Ulundi. “Neither Inkatha nor the kwa- 
Zulu establishment can train and equip forces without 
the South African security establishment knowing about 
it. Over the years they showed us what they are capable 
of in terms of intelligence operations. So all that is 
necessary to prevent war is that those involved be 
arrested and stopped.” 


EC Lifts Ban on Exchange of Military Attaches 


MB05 10094293 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0500 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] South Africa may soon reestablish military con- 
tacts with Europe. The i2 European Community nations 
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decided yesterday to lift sanctions. This means that 
South Africa will again have military attaches abroad as 
in the past. The exchange of attaches was stopped in the 
eighties during the sanctions campaign against the 
Republic. However, the lifting of sanctions on the 
exchange of civilian nuclear technology and the ban on 
the sale of sensitive material to the South African police 
and Armed Forces may have to wait until next month. 


Poli Surveys Asian, Colored Views of Country’s 
Future 


MBO0S5 10095693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0852 
GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 5 SAPA—Asians and 
“coloureds” are more optimistic about the future than 
their black and white counterparts, a Gallup Poll com- 
missioned by the Markinor Research Group reveals. 


The question: “‘How confident are you in a happy future 
for all races in South Africa?” was posed to 400 Asians 
and 400 coloureds. These results were then compared to 
results for whites and blacks in Markinor surveys in 
April and May. 


Thirty-five per cent of Asians and 31 per cent of 
coloureds were confident of an improved lifestyle in a 
year’s time. By contrast, only 24 per cent of blacks and 
14 per cent of whites shared this view. 


Nearly half of the coloureds polled described race rela- 
tions with whites as good or fairly good. A third of 
coloureds and about half the Asians believe race rela- 
tions with blacks were improving, but a quarter in each 
race group think not. Whites in particular complained 
their financial situation had deteriorated. 


South African Press Review for 5 Oct 
MBO0510125393 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Democratic Party Called “True Champion” in Elec- 
tions—“‘After months in the political doldrums the DP 
{Democratic Party] has, judging from its national con- 
gress at the weekend, recovered its verve,” begins the 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 5 October in a 
page 10 editorial. Even though “present opinion polls 
indicate that the DP will struggle to achieve” even the 5 
percent cut-off mark needed to participate in the transi- 
tional government, the party “deserves the backing of 
liberals of whatever colour or creed.” “Post-apartheid 
South Africa will be the poorer without it. President de 
Klerk’s NP [National Party] cannot be relied on to 
protect liberal values. Its conversion to democracy and 
nonracialism is too recent and too convenient. Neither 
can the ANC [African National Congress] be trusted as 
the guardian of liberalism. The torture and maltreatment 
of prisoners in detention camps, and the ANC’s refusal 
to act against those found to be responsible for abusing 
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human rights, disqualifies it. So, too, does its long 
association with the—until very recently-—slavishly doc- 
trinaire SA Communist Party.” 


SOWETAN 


Upcoming Government, APLA Meeting Welcomed— 
“An agreement between the Government and Azanian 
People’s Liberation Army [APLA] on the PAC’s [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] armed struggle, will be a giant step 
towards peace for this country,”’ begins the Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 5 October in a page 6 
editorial. “The PAC and the Government have been 
playing games” at the World Trade Center and “all the 
previous meetings have been wasted time and effort.” 
The announcement that a meeting between the govern- 
ment and APLA “is planned for October 28 opens 
another window of opportunity.” “If real negotiations 
take place this time and an agreement is reached, at least 
one manifestation of the violence tearing our country 
apart will have been successfully tackled.” 


CITY PRESS 


Lifting of Sanctions Cautiously Welcomed—"A sense of 
euphoria is sweeping South Africa, particularly our 
financial institutions, in the wake of the country’s emer- 
gence from several decades of international isolation,” 
begins the Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 3 
October in a page 14 edi.orial. “There is no doubt that 
this week’s decision” by the OAU, the EC, and many 
countries “have important implications for our econ- 
omy.” The editorial warns, however, that “we need to 
warn our people that this does not mean that our 
economic woes are about to end.” The editorial further 
warns that lending institutions do not always “live up to 
their promises and pledges,” and when the money does 
arrive, sometimes it is used not to help the receiving 
country but to “serve the interests of the donor coun- 
tries; therefore, ““we must be frank with the millions of 
our jobless people.” These “loans will not wip out 
unemployment overnight. We also need to tell our 
people that such loans often bring more hardships and 
suffering to the poor. We have seen this happening in 
several African states.” 


* Former MK Fighter Instructing Police 


93AF0814C Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in 
English 23-29 Jul 93 p 12 


[Article by Paul Stober] 


[Text] An African National Congress [ANC] member 
and former UmkhontoweSizwe fighter is helping to train 
South African Police [SAP] officers in community 


policing. 


Appointed a manager in Technikon RSA’s corporate com- 
munications division in April this year, Abba Omar is 
proof of astonishing change at the institution. He became 
well known immediately after the ANC was unbanned, as 
one of its first legal spokesmen in South Africa. 
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The technikon has long been regarded as an SAP 
appendage and is under contract to the SAP to run a 
diploma course in police sciences. Policemen wanting 
promotion must obtain the diploma. 


Omar is part of the military research group, an indepen- 
dent organization working on guidelines for the transfor- 
mation of the South African security services. 


“I wanted to be part of the changes in the areas I had 
worked in: education and security. I prefer working in an 
institution undergoing change,” he says, explaining his 
decision to move from the ANC to the technikon. 


Omar went in through the front door because of far- 
reaching changes introduced at the technikon by its new 
rector, Attie Buitendacht. 


Buitendacht led the Namibian Academy through that 
country’s transition to independence. He is now fighting 
to transform the technikon, which offers courses other 
than the police diploma, into a tertiary career-education 
institution which offers “quality market-related distance 
education”. 


In a nutshell, Omar's job is to put the technikon in 
contact with people and organizations with whom it can 
consult and work. “It’s helping the technikon to position 
itself to meet the needs of South Africa,” he explains. 


This goes for the police sciences diploma as well. Before, 
olice were more or less able to determine the 
of the diploma. “The mistake in the past was 
were the only technikon contracted to provide 
vice,” says Buidendacht, “and then it was linked 
to the SAP’s promotions system.” 
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Now, the SAP is one of many oraganizations which the 
technikon consults on policing and the contents of the 
police sciences diploma. 


It has also spoken to the Peace Secretariat, the indepen- 
dent Police Board, the Institute for a Democratic Alter- 
native in South Africa and the Wits University-based 
Policing Research Project. The technikon is also inves- 
tigating the possibility of bringing in an international 
lecturer to oversee the diploma. 


“For the technikon’s course to remain relevant and play 
a role in transforming the police, they have to widen the 
input of other parties with an interest in security mat- 
ters,” says Omar. The technikon’s efforts to become 
involved in the training of marshals for political organi- 
zations is an example. 


The idea is that the technikon will train people, who 
need not necessarily have academic qualifications, until 
they have basic policing skills, providing them with 
career paths. “With their background and links to the 
community, they can help with community policing and 
by the elections we can have a core of people who have 
been trained,” explains Omar. 


Describing the reaction of lecturers to the arrival of a well- 
known ANC figure on campus, Omar says: “Generally 
quite positive; at worst, neutral. You get the feeling the 
floodgates have opened and people want to change."’ Omar 
has made it clear that although he supports the ANC, he is 
not on campus to push ANC positions. 


The SAP appears to be in two minds about the process, 
although they have committed themselves to the new 
police sciences diploma. “I get the sense that there is a 
number of individuals attacking the changes,” says Omar. 
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Angola 


UN’s Beye Expects ‘Important Decisions’ From 
UNITA 


MBO05 10085693 Luanda Radio Nacionai Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 5 Oct 93 


{Text} Alioune Blondin Beye, special representative of 
the UN secretary general in Angola, expects to receive 
from the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] today what has been described as Jonas 
Savimbi’s important decisions regarding the existing 
crisis in the country. This was revealed by Alioune 
Blondin Beye’s spokeswoman (Chena Chikaunu): 


{Begin (Chikaunu) recording] In a recent communique, 
UNITA wrote that at the end of the ongoing proceedings 
of the its political leadership, it would convey important 
decisions to Alioune Blondin Beye, special representa- 
tive of the UN secretary general in Angola, on | October. 
Following contacts with Huambo, the UN special repre- 
sentative was informed, however, that these decisions 
would be conveyed to the UN special envoy on § 
October. [end recording] 


UNITA Radio Notes Government’s Rejection of 
Peace Plan 


MB0410160093 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] While the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] continues to appeal to the 
international community and the Luanda government to 
make efforts aimed at establishing peace, Futungo de 
Belas persists in a military solution. Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos has once again rejected UNITA's peace plan, 
which contains the most clear way of bringing Angolans 
together. This serves to show who, after all, wants peace 
and war in Angola. The facts show that statements made 
by Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola- 
Labor Party diplomats, that the Futungo de Belas was 
ready to talk, are nothing but a ploy designed to deceive 
the international community. Reports from every corner 
of the country show that the people want the war to end. 


Foreign Minister Discusses UN Sanctions Against 
UNITA 


MB04 10152293 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 3 Oct 93 


[Exclusive interview” with Angolan Foreign Minister 
Venancio de Moura by unidentified correspondent— 
place and date not given] 


[Text] The Angolan Government will soon inform the 
United Nations about possible areas through which the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{[UNITA] receives its supplies. In an exclusive interview 
with TPA, Foreign Minister Venancio de Moura, who 
returned from New York today, said the report will be 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 15 


given to the Sanctions Committee formed by the 15 
members of the UN Security Council. 


[Begin recording] [Moura] What has just happened at the 
Security Council was nothing but the culmination of 
efforts made by our government. Obviously, the interna- 
tional community is now more alert than ever. The various 
obstacles that were raised at the last minute in order to 
prevent the unfolding of the current situation, have been 
overcome. In line with Resolution 851 of July 1993, the 
Security Council had to meet and vote for the relevant 
resolutions if UNITA did not comply with Paragraphs 6 
and 12 of that resolution between July and September. 


{Correspondent} What did the paragraphs say? 


{[Moura] Basically, the paragraphs called for a resump- 
tion of the talks, and UNITA’s withdrawal from all 
positions that it had illegally occupied since October. In 
terms of the resolution, the Security Council should meet 
to adopt concrete punitive measures. 


[Correspondent] Mr. Minister, there are indications that 
UNITA’s lobbies [preceding word in English] are still 
very active. In fact, the latest Security Council meeting 
was nearly called off in view of the influence of those 
lobbies. 


{Moura] Of course, we must not underestimate the 
adversary’s strength. That is why we should be fully 
committed to our goals. Had that not been the case, we 
would not have succeeded in having (?sanctions) applied 
against UNITA. 


[Correspondent] Without being indiscreet, we would like 
you to recall what happened before the Security Council 
session. 


[Moura] It is impossible to describe it. It was necessary 
to resort to the tactics that we used in the past as a 
liberation movement. We felt like condemning those 
responsible for the Security Council and the United 
Nations as agencies that uphold international law, peace, 
and security for trying to make it impossible to convene 
a meeting that was in line with Resolution 851. As you 
know, there are issues that cannot be taken lightly; 
otherwise other aspects could be undermined. In any 
event, what matters was that all those obstacles were 
overcome, as reported in our media. The Security 
Council met and adopted sanctions. The latter might not 
be entirely satisfactory to our people, who are eager to 
have peace right now. As we said, one must not ask a 
prisoner whether he wants to be released today or 
tomorrow. We would like firmer action to have been 
taken, but we should realize that what matters are not 
sanctions as such, but how effective they are. 


{Correspondent} Mr. Minister, observers both at home 
and abroad feel that although sanctions are already in 
place, sanctions will not stop the war because UNITA 
has an army and large quantities of weapons in Angola. 
The observers feel that strong diplomatic action is 
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needed in order to pressurize Dr. Jonas Savimbi to end 
the war. How does the government react to that? 


[Moura] Like we said [words indistinct] we have achieved 
one of our goals. It does not mean that we have ended our 
political and diplomatic struggle. Unfortunately, our 
people continue to die on the Cunene, Cuito and other 
fronts. So, for us the main goal is to end once and for all the 
war that Mr. Savimbi has launched in our country. When 
we see that the Angolan people are moving freely from 
Cabinda to Cunene, then we will have accomplished an 
important goal. While that does not happen, we have no 
option but to continue with the tasks outlined by our 
government. Likewise, the Angolan Armed Forces still 
have to play the important role that they have been 
playing. So, in line with its constitutional responsibilities, 
the government should ensure that law and order prevail. 
In the political and diplomatic field, we should continue to 
impress on countries, including those that used to support 
UNITA, to continue to pressurize Mr. Savimbi so that he 
adopts a more frank attitude. 


We have had the opportunity of revealing that Mr. 
Savimbi continues to receive military equipment and 
personnel through our huge northern border with a 
country to which we are historically linked. 


[Correspondent] If the government has repeatedly 
exposed Zaire’s involvement in the Angolan war along- 
side UNITA, why did it not make a formal complaint at 
the recent UN General Assembly session? 


[Moura] Our government does not wish to have tense 
relations with any country, neighbor or otherwise. In the 
specific case of Zaire, we have not made a formal 
complaint. We have exposed the matter. We prefer to 
deal with some of our differences on a bilateral basis, 
namely the question of security along our borders. 


[Correspondent] Mr. Minister, following the adoption of 
the UN Security Council resolution on UNITA, govern- 
ments and international organizations have said that it 
would be necessary to adopt measures aimed at control- 
ling UNITA supply lines. Those quarters felt that in view 
of the huge Angolan border, ‘he government might not 
be able to control them. Wha: is the situation right now? 
Has any friendly country taken action? 


[Moura] A Sanctions Committee should be established. 
It will be formed by the 15 members of the UN Security 
Council. I think that the committee will have an impor- 
tant mandate and will see that sanctions prevail. When- 
ever there is a violation, the member states will be 
informed in order to act accordingly. As an interested 
side, we should provide as a matter of priority... [pauses] 
It should be noted that we have already done so our- 
selves. [sentence as heard] We will list all points of entry 
for every peice of equipment required by the govern- 
ment. Unlike UNITA, which is a rebel movement, a 
sovereign and legitimate government cannot be penal- 
ized. So, the Security Council has recommended that the 
Angolan Government inform the Security Council and 
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the secretary general about the country’s sea ports and 
airports, where as a matter of principle the committee 
would not be present to oversee the importation of 
government equipment. So, the committee already has 
its own guidelines. We hope that the committee will 
effectively prevent or expose possible violations of Secu- 
rity Council decisions. [end recording] 


Sweden Introduces Economic Sanctions Against 
UNITA 


MB0210054993 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 1 Oct 93 


[Text] Sweden yesterday decided to introduce some 
economic sanctions against Jonas Savimbi’s organiza- 
tion. According to a press communique, the objective is 
to deny the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] access to weapons and fuel. 


Army Communique Says UNITA Not Observing 
Cease-Fire 


LDO5 10071293 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Communique from the Angolan Armed Forces General 
Staff—date not given] 


[Text] The National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] is still trying to deceive the national 
and international communities when it says that it is a 
victim of attacks from government forces as it observes 
a unilateral cease-fire. The truth is that this cease-fire has 
never existed because UNITA forces have never ceased 
their offensive military actions for a single day. 


The Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] are only responding 
to the attacks carried out by UNITA forces, which 
beginning on 20 September, only ceased to bomb and 
attack Cuito. They increased their actions in other parts 
of the country. Thus, the FAA General Staff would like 
to announce that only last weekend, between | and 3 
October, UNITA forces carried out more than 10 offen- 
sive actions, including the following: UNITA forces 
attacked Quiringo in Cuanza Norte Province, killing 
civilians and destroying one vehicle; it ambushed a 
civilian vehicle on Luo-Lucapa road in Lunda Norte, 
killing two civilians and wounding five others, and 
burning one vehicle; it kidnapped three people in 
Chilema Ward, 7 km northwest of Bocoio; it attacked an 
FAA detachment 19 km northeast of Waku-kungo 
without serious consequences. 


Also last weekend, UNITA forces attacked an FAA 
position in Quirimbo, 21 km northwest of Gabela. In 
response, FAA forces killed an unspecified number of 
enemy forces and captired one 60-mm mortar and 
thousands of rounds of ammunition for AKM weapons. 
UNITA forces also attacked an FAA position 4 km 
southwest of Ganda, killing one FAA soldier and 
wounding another. In turn, FAA forces killed four 
UNITA soldiers and captured three AKM weapons and 


FBIS-AFR-93-191 
5 October 1993 


a large quantity of shells for 60-mm mortars. UNITA 
forces shelled and attacked an FAA position 12 km 
northeast of Menongue without serious consequences. 


The FAA General Staff would also like to announce that 
unidentified planes violated the national airspace yes- 
terday to provide logistical assistance to UNITA forces 
in Cuando Cubango Province. 


Aircraft Violates Airspace, Unloads Arms for 
UNITA 


MB0410201093 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] In Cuando Cubango Province, Jonas Savimbi’'s 
men have been ferrying war materiel. They continue to 


kill people. 


{Begin unidentified correspondent recording] At about 
(0900) today, a Hercules C-130 violated Menongue’s 
airspace. It flew over Cuito Cuanavale District and 
Longa Commune, 180 and 88 km from the city of 
Menongue, respectively. Captain (Adelino Sambo), 
spokesman for the government Armed Forces’ com- 
mand, said the identification of the Hercules C-130 is 
unknown. The aircraft flew from Jamba to Huambo via 
Cuito Cuanavale and Longa. After unloading war mate- 
riel in Huambo, the aircraft flew back via the same route. 


On 3 October, National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola troops prevented people from attending 
a church service. They fired 25 107-mm gun shells at the 
city of Menongue from a position east of the city, 
wounding (100) people. [end recording] 


Opposition Officials Comment on Election 
Anniversary 


MB0110170793 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 30 Sep 93 


[Text] On the first anniversary of the electoral marathon, 
it is worth remembering the colossal effort carried out so 
that all voters could exercise their right. It is also 
important to point out that the Angolan people did not 
vote for the resumption of war and a change in our way 
of coexistence. They all voted for peace, a brighter 
future, the protection of lives, and the reconstruction of 
the fatherland. Raul Augusto, secretary general of the 
Democratic Renewal Party, and Antonio Muachicungo, 
chairman of the Social Renovated Party, had this to say 
on the occasion: 


[Begin recording] [Augusto] The war we are experiencing 
today contradicts all our people’s expectations when they 
went to the polls on 29 and 30 September last year. We 
deplore this war. It does not in any way correspond to the 
democratic ideals favored by all forces during the elec- 
toral campaign. It is clear that the emerging democracy 
in Angola has somehow been crippled. It is not possible 
to develop institutions under the present situation where 
the party with most votes is represented in parliament 
but the opposition party with most votes has become an 
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armed opposition party and is not represented in parlia- 
ment. This situation hiaders the positive development of 
the Angolan democratic process. 


{Muachicungo] Everyone is aware that our country is 
experiencing an atmosphere of war. This has been a year 
of great turbulence for the Angolan people. Our wish was 
to live in peace after the elections. As a matter of fact, 
this was the ardent desire of all the Angolan people. 
Unfortunately, the warlords decided to resume the war, 
which has been and continues to be very tragic for the 
Angolan people. No war has ever helped democracy to 
flourish, and it is evident that the present war in our 
country is threatening democracy. [end recording] 


Spanish Government Grants $160-Million Line of 
Credit 


MB0210205093 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 2 Oct 93 


[Text] The Spanish Government has granted a $160- 
million line of credit to the Angolan Government for 
1994. Of this money, $40 million is for the development 
aid fund, repayable at the interest rate of between | and 
3 percent. Finance Minister Dr. Emanuel Carneiro 
signed the agreement for the government, while Spanish 
Trade Minister Gomez-Navarro signed for his country. 
Dr. Emanuel Carneiro said Angola will use this line of 
credit in sectors producing basic commodities. A 
Spanish Trade Ministry source said another line of credit 
will be granted in 1995. 


Botswana 


BDF Extends Somalia Operations, Sends 
Observers to Rwanda 


MB0410124693 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1110 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] The Botswana Defense Force, BDF, says its contin- 
gent at Bardera, Somalia, has extended its operations in 
that area by opening a new base of platoon strength at 
(Kebarea) about 140 km northwest of Bardera. 


A news release from the BDF headquarters in Mogodit- 
shane says the contingent has also reported a rapid 
population explosion due to the current atmosphere of 
peace in the area. Farming and business activities are 
also beginning to take shape. The news release says the 
BDF contingent has now opened a second liaison team 
office at Baidoa, 210 km northeast of Bardera, to facili- 
tate operations of both Batswana and French forces in 
the area. The other liaison office is in the Somali capital, 
Mogadishu. 


The release says the Botswana contingent in Mozam- 
bique’s Tete Province was recently visited by the senior 
representative of the United Nations secretary general in 
Mozambique, Mr. Aldo Ajello. Mr. Ajello is said to have 
described the BDF as one of the best forces in Africa. 
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Botswana has also sent a 10-man observer mission to 
Rwanda to take part in United Nations peacekeeping 
operations in the country. The officers are staying in 
Kampala. According to the news release, their main 
mission will be to monitor the movement of refugees 
returning from Uganda. They will also participate in the 
resettlement of its refugees at selected camps. 


It further explains that BDF contingents in both Somalia 
and Mozambique are to be relieved between 9 October 
and 12 October. The troops in Somalia are scheduled to 
stay there until April 1994, while those in Mozambique 
are scheduled to stay up to October 1994. 


Malawi 


Hospital Official on Banda’s Operation, Condition 


MBO05 10102393 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] President Hastings Banda of Malawi is in hospital 
in South Africa recovering from a brain operation. He 
arrived there on Sunday [3 October]. The aging 
Malawian leader, who is Africa’s longest surviving pres- 
ident, was forced to miss the opening ceremony of the 
ruling Malawi Congress Party’s conference which took 
place over the weekend. But, what really prompted the 
trip to South Africa for the brain operation? Did Dr. 
Banda suffer a stroke? That is the question that Penny 
Boreham put to Dr. Andre Nel, general manager of the 
Garden City Clinic, where Dr. Banda is being treated. 


[Begin recording] [Nel] Although we want to be careful 
and say that under the circumstances it is not easy to be 
absolutely sure that he did not have a stroke, but it does 
not appear to be so. One would also not operate for a 
stroke. So, that was not why he went to surgery and we 
do not believe he has had a stroke. 


[Boreham] Can you give us some few details of what the 
operation involved and how this would affect someone 
of his age? 


[Nel] Yes, I am not really familiar with the exact diag- 
nosis and exactly what was done, but he is close io, 
possibly more than 90 years of age, in surprisingly good 
physical condition, and therefore he did very well under 
surgery. I do feel that should his condition continue to 
improve as at present he may well be discharged within 
a week or two. 


[Boreham] What sort of condition was the president in 
when he arrived with you? 


[Nel) Well, he was clearly not in a very good condition. 
He was actually flown down by jet, accompanied by a 
doctor and two nurses, and then airlifted to the hospital 
itself. But although he was stable at all times, and we are 
talking now from a cardiovascular point of view, he was 
fine as far as that is concerned. He was not very well 
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when he arrived and he was on a stretcher. But as I say, 
he is actually a lot better now. [end recording] 


{Johannesburg SAPA in English at 0849 GMT on 5 
October adds: “President Hastings Kamuzu Banda of 
Malawi continued to make ‘good progress’ after surgeons 
removed excess fluid from his brain, his Johannesburg 
doctors said on Tuesday. The operation was performed 
on Sunday at Garden City Clinic, Dr Andre Nel, the 
clinic’s general manager, said in a statement. ‘His phys- 
ical condition is satisfactory and a good prognosis is 
expected,’ Dr Nel added. *...Dr Banda continues to make 
good progress after his operation on Sunday.’ The oper- 
ation was performed ‘in order to remove excess fluid 
from the brain,’ according to the statement. ] 


Blantyre Radio Reports President's Operation 
MB0410162493 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] The Office of the President and Cabinet in 
Lilongwe says following [words indistinct] information it 
has received, it wishes to inform all Malawians that His 
Excellency The Life President Ngwazi [paramount] Dr. 
Kamuzu Banda underwent a neurosurgical operation to 
the brain in South Africa yesterday. Doctors have stated 
that at present his condition 1s satisfactory and his life is 
not in danger. The doctors have indicated that the 
situation shouid become clearer in a day or two. The 
nation will be kept informed of the Ngwazi's condition 
from time to time. 


Mozambique 


Chissano, Renamo Official Speak at ‘Mass for 
Peace’ 

MB0410185193 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Report on “Mass for Peace” held in Independence 
Square, Maputo, on 4 October marking the first anniver- 
sary of the signing of the General Peace Accord] 


[Excerpts] The ceremony began shortly after 1500, with 
representatives from the various religious denomina- 
tions attending the event. The first to speak was Cardinal 
Dom Alexandre dos Santos, who said he hoped there will 
never be war in Mozambique or the world. [passage 
omitted] 


President Joaquim Chissano also addressed the cere- 
mony. He said that on 4 October 1992, the signatories to 
the Mozambique peace accord said: Life, yes; war, never. 
Chissano said peace was like a clearing in a gloomy 
horizon. He said Mozambicans should build a single 
country on the basis of their differences by iiving in 
peace among themselves and with our neighbors, while 
upholding human rights. The Mozambican head of state 
said peace is an aim that is possible to realize because it 
is within our reach. Chissano stressed that peace is a 
supreme asset, without which our society will succumb. 
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The president said his government will see to it that 
peace is upheld in Mozambique. 


Vicente Ululu, representative of the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamol], read a brief message on 
behalf of Afonso Dhiakama. In its message, Renamo 
asked for a prayer for peace and that it should be made 
every day. Quoting Afonso Dhlakama, Ululu said that 
with Mozambique in its heart, Renamo salutes the 
ceremony. Vicente Ululu then pointed out: We have not 
come here to make political speeches. We have come 
here to pray. [passage omitted] 


In an important and very significant ritual, Armando 
Guebuza and Raul Domingos, representing the govern- 
ment and Renamo, respectively, broke a bow and an 
arrow, and then threw them in the fire. This symbolized 
the rejection of violence and the use of arms. [passage 
omitted] 


Finally, the religious denominations invited all those 
present to embrace each other in a fraternal gesture. 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] and Renamo 
officials embraced one another and officials of both 
organizations embraced members of other political par- 
ties. [passage omitted] 


President Chissano Discusses Elections, Peace 
Process 


MB04 10154693 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 3 Oct 93 


[Text] Angolan Television last week interviewed 
Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano, who dis- 
cussed the situation in his country. 


[Begin recording] [Chissano] I am convinced that with 
goodwill we may be able to organize elections for 
October 1994. I believe we will be able to overcome 
existing difficulties, we just need a bit more effort. The 
international community is ready to assist our efforts, 
the government has already shown the necessary flexi- 
bility, and I believe we will continue holding talks to 
develop the necessary trust that the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo] and other parties need to 
take more decisive steps. So, we still believe it is possible 
to hold elections in 1994. 


{Unidentified correspondent] One is led to believe that 
there are issues of a subjective nature that could influ- 
ence the success of the election plan for October. 


[Chissano] If it were only issues of a subjective nature, 
this would be no problem, since, as I have just said, we 
could overcome them through dialogue. It would be 
unacceptable if there were interests extraneous to the 
Mozambican people, in addition to all these problems 
we have been facing. Nevertheless, we will try to over- 
come these obstacles. 


[Correspondent] Do you welieve, then, that there are no 
longer interests extraneous to those of the Mozambican 


people? 
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[Chissano] I would like to believe so, but indeed I believe 
that the world is not perfect, and it always has its own 
interests. There are always interpretations of all the steps 
we give, and there are always those who try to safeguard 
their positions, their future positions, and this can influ- 
ence the course of this process. So, I cannot say that there 
are no extraneous interests. What I want to say is that | 
hope it is not extraneous interests that will determine the 
adoption of positions by the various sides. 


[Correspondent] Mr. President, do you believe that the 
agreements you reached with the Renamo president will 
be implemented soon? 


{Chissano] Yes, | do. We are already making the neces- 
sary arrangements for implementing the agreements on 
integrating areas controlled by Renamo into the general 
State administration. We are also making preparations 
on issues linked to the police. We have already made a 
formal official request to the UN secretary general to 
send a contingent to supervise Mozambique’s police 
force, and we have already contacted a number of 
countries to advise us On organizing the police, particu- 
larly the rapid intervention police. We had already 
started this work some time ago, and the agreement with 
Renamo enables us to make more decisive approaches 
with the various countries. We want an efficient police 
force, a police force that inspires trust in all involved 
parties. We want security in the country. We do not want 
to use the police to support one party against another, 
but a police force to ensure law, order and security so 
peaceful elections can be held and citizens can be secure 
in the post-election period. We have already begun doing 
all this work, and this week the United Nations was 
scheduled to send a team to Mozambique, which may 
have already arrived, consisting of a small group of UN 
officials who will assess the needs. Afterward, a contin- 
gent will be sent. The UN secretary general has said it is 
possible to send a reasonably large contingent very soon. 


[Correspondent] Mr. President, despite this you do not 
believe that the delay in the approval of the Electoral 
Law and the lack of understanding regarding the news 
media may delay the peace process? 


{Chissano] As regards the Electoral Law, I believe we will 
be able to unblock the situation, but on other issues we 
believe tolerance has its limits. One cannot demand the 
impossible. 


[Correspondent] Do you mean the news media will 
continue fundamentally under state control? 


[Chissano] No, the issue here has nothing to do with 
control of the news media. It is a matter of knowing how 
to guarantee neutrality of the news media. In Mozam- 
bique we have only two news organizations that we could 
call state organizations: the radio and television. From a 
professional point of view, both of these are as indepen- 
dent as other news media. The government does not 
have means of censorship, it does not direct those 
organizations. All it does is finance them as much as it 
can, but it has no instruments of control. There is already 
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an organization called the Higher News Media Council, 
the objective of which is to guarantee independence of 
the news media, including the state organizations— 
namely radio and television. This organ consists of 
elected members, and very few have been appointed by 
the head of state. Those elected include four journalists. 
There are also representatives of the news media and 
elements elected by the Assembly of the Republic. So, as 
you see, this organization is independent from the gov- 
ernment, and its aim is to assure independence and 
safeguard the ethics of journalists and the correct imple- 
mentation of the News Media Law. 


As you know, this law was drafted in Mozambique with 
the participation of our journalists. When the law was 
approved, the journalists were happy because they par- 
ticipated in drafting it. The law was introduced with the 
participation of those who most need to feel free to 
exercise their profession—journalists. So, there is this 
instrument, which first of all is constitutional, because 
everyone took part in establishing it. Therefore, cae 
cannot understand how some can demand that the 
government take other measures that do not fit within 
the framework of such an exhaustive campaign. So, 
demanding more than this is like demanding the impos- 
sible; it makes the work difficult. Therefore, when one 
gets involved in a situation such as this, one should 
decide whether we are going to make futile decisions that 
question the role of existing organizations. It is perhaps 
aimed at stopping the process. fend recording] 


Dhiakama Addresses Rally on Single Army, 


MB0410192793 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 4 Oct 93 


{Report from Beira by unidentified correspondent} 


[Text] Afonso Dhlakama, president of the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo], today expressed hope of 
seeing the urgent disbanding of private armed groups. 
including the militias and the Naparama [government- 
sponsored counterinsurgency unit]. Speaking at a rally 
held at Renamo’s Maringue Central Base on 4 October 
marking the first anniversary of the signing of the General 
Peace Accord, D..‘akama invited the government to 
resume the debates on the draft Electoral Law with a view 
to forming the National Elections Commission. 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] FLenamo asks the UN Secu- 
rity Council to urgently send a police contingent to 
supervise the activities of the people's police and to 
retrain and reequip the Rapid Intervention Police. Once 
this is in place, Renamo would be willing to begin 
confining and demobilizing its forces, and simulta- 
neously take part in the formation of a single army. 


Renamo also asks the UN Security Council to take the 
peace accord into consideration and to order its peace 
mission in Mozambique to be effectively responsible in 
its actions so that free, fair, and democratic elections 
may be guaranteed for Mozambicans. 
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Renamo also asks the UN Security Council to order its 
peace mission in this country to begin the process of 
explaining to the Mozambican people the voting system 
that will be used because most of them are illiterate and 
require a specific program to learn about the voting 
system that will be used in Mozambique’s elections. 


Fellow countrymen, Renamo reiterates that elections 
will take place in 1994, but before that it is necessary to 
work hard in reopening or renovating rural roads, and 
food, transportation, and production tools should be 
made available for those returning from neighboring 
countries. To achieve that, it is important that foreign 
nongovernmental organizations based in Mozambique 
continue to render their assistance to Mozambicans, who 
are a hard-working people. Once these conditions are 
created, our people will (stop depending on foreign 
assistance). 


Finally, Renamo reiterates that it will never take up arms 
to achieve its goals, because it is no longer a political and 
military movement. It is now a political party! [applause] 
{end recording] 


In his speech, Afonso Dhlakama appealed to Frelimo to 
recognize the existence of other political parties as well 
as the [words indistinct] of the National Elections Com- 
mission. 


400,000 Refugees Return From Neighboring 
Countries 


MB0210055093 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 1 Oct 93 


[Text] Gaza Provincial Governor Eugenio Numaio has 
said in Xai-Xai that more than 400,000 citizens who had 
sought refuge in neighboring countries had returned to 
the province by September this year. Eugenio Numaio 
said these citizens are facing a shortage of agricuitural 
tools and construction material. About 610,000 Gaza 
residents had sought refuge in Zimbabwe and South 
Africa because of the war. 


* Privatization of State Companies Announced 


93AF0798C Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in 
Portuguese 26 Aug 93 p 11 


[Text] The Mozambican Government has opened bid- 
ding to the public to attract national and foreign private 
capital, seeking to restructure || state companies. 


Under the terms of the competition, which was announced 
in the British magazine THE ECONOMIST, the capitali- 
zation could assume the form of the sale of the companies, 
joint ventures, or the purchase of assets separately. 
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The companies placed on the market include Cementos 
de Mocambique, the 2M Brewery, the Industrial Com- 
pany of Matola, Cometal, and others linked to civil 
construction, clothing, and architecture. 


In Johannesburg, a spokesman for the South African 
Foreign Trade Organization (SAFTQO) indicated that 
Maputo timed the opening of the competition to coin- 
cide with the publication of an expanded version of the 
foreign trade code, promising the interested parties tax 
benefits and facilitation of the repatriation of the profits. 


Swaziland 


RSA Hit Squad Reportedly Plans To Kill Former 
Premier 


MBOS5 10074193 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in 
English 5 Oct 93 pp 1-2 


{Article by Pat Jele] 


[Text] A powerful hit squad understood to be from South 
Africa is in the country believed to be on a mission to 
eliminate former Prime Minister, Mr Obed Diamini. 


The hitmen are believed to have been hired by certain 
people aspiring for Mr Diamini’s former job. 


It is feared in certain quarters that Mr Diamini might be 
recalled to head government after the secondary elec- 
tions on October || this year, hence they want him dead 
before then. 


Police are reluctant to talk about security arrangements 
for the former Premier for fear that this could breach the 
security arrangements to protect the former Prime Min- 
ister. But it was established that they are maintaining a 
tight security surveillance of Mr Diamini. 


It was not possible to establish whether Mr Dlamini was 
aware of the threat to his life and if he was aware of the 
security measures that have been effected by police. 
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Police are also said to be maintaining close surveillance 
of the hitmen. 


It was reliably understood yesterday through impeccable 
security sources that Mr Diamini is living with his family 
in a secure place pending a decision by higher authorities. 


It could not be established who had hired the hitmen 
apart from the fact that it was said that the shadowy 
figures involved in the plot were certain individuals who 
aspired to get the top government position. 


Half of Ex-Convicts Pardoned During Jubilee 
Rearrested 


MBO04 10074593 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in 
English 4 Oct 93 p 1-2 


[Article by Comfort Dlamini] 


[Excerpt] More than half of the 400 criminals recently 
freed by royal clemency were Mozambicans, a source in 
the Prison’s Department said yesterday. 


The 400 were freed in commemoration of the Indepen- 
dence Silver Jubilee and the king's 25th birthday. 


He said most of those freed convicts had since been 
arrested for cases ranging from gruesome ritual murder, 
armed robberies, house-breaking and theft to hold ups. 


He added that most of the aliens were prohibited immi- 
grants, who, at the time of their arrests, were wanted for 
criminal charges some in Mozambique and some in 
neighbouring South Africa. 


“But freedom for some has been short-lived because 
immediately after they were freed, they got involved in 
other mischievous activities. 


“The Mozambicans say they prefer jail-life than that at 
Ndzevane Refugee Camp, because in jail they get every- 
thing that people outside jail can't have. They claim that 
they are even better in jail because they get eggs and 
chicken meat which is not available for most people in 
life outside jail.” [passage omitted] 
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Cote d’Ivoire 
Resigned Ivorian Popular Front Official Refutes 
Charges 


ABO0210120093 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 1 Oct 93 p 2 


[Interview with Paul Arnaud, former director of publi- 
cations of the opposition newspaper LE NOUVEL 
HORIZON, on his exclusion from the Ivorian Popular 
Front, FPI, by correspondent Serge Bile in Paris; date 
not given—first paragraph is FRATERNITE MATIN 
introduction] 


[Excerpts] It has been known since 28 September that 
Paul Arnaud is no longer a member of the Ivorian 
Popular Front. His departure is linked to a suit filed 
against him by his former associat.:s of SADEA-Editions 
Publishing House for “misuse of company property.” 
Paul Arnaud, who has been living in France since 
December 1992, has clarified the issue. 


[Bile] You no longer belong to FPI. Did you leave the 
party of your own free will or were you forced to do so? 


[Arnaud] I was not forced to leave. I decided to leave 
myself. I submitted my resignation letter (shows the 
letter) on 25 September to Narcisse Kuyo-Tea, the FP! 
representative in Paris. One cannot pretend today that | 
was dismissed from the party for other reasons, as 
Laurent Ghagbo and the party are trying to imply by 
manipulating the truth. Gbagbo was in Paris last week, 
and I made it a point to meet him to personally give him 
my resignation letter. | went to the venue chosen by the 
FPI representative and waited for two hours, but neither 


he nor Laurent Gbagbo appeared. 
[Bile] Is it true that you joined another party? 


[Arnaud] I do not belong to any party. The FPI brought 
me into contac! with Innocent Anaky while he wa: i= 
prison, and we Secame friends. Anaky formed his own 
political party and asked me for advice. He also assigned 
me some missions, but I wanted to resign first before I 
could freely join another party. 


[Bile] Is there any reason for your resignation? 


[Arnaud] My resignation letter is quite explicit. My 
associates at SADEA-Editions—namely Aboudraha- 
mane Sangare, Louis Dacoury-Tabley, and Simone 
Ehivet Gbagbo—decided to file a suit against me. I want 
to go to court as a totally free citizen to defend my honor 
and interests. For this reason I do not want to be 
restrained by party discipline from establishing my side 
of the truth with respect to all the truths 2nd lies that 
have been spread about this affair. [passage omitted] 


[Bile] Have you embezzled millions? 


[Arnaud] Were there any millions? When you start a 
newspaper with such meager resources, it is too easy to 
say later that there were millions! Good gracious, I would 
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surely have liked to lay my hands on these millions! Then 
I would not have created such a tiny newspaper. We had 
great difficulty creating this newspaper. Believe me, 
there weren't all these alleged millions. [passage omitted] 


A certain group of people wanted to take over the 
newspaper. They have succeeded in doing so. I have 
decided to leave, but what | do not accept is that they 
want my head. | warn them to be careful. 


[Bile] You have been in France since December last year 
and are said to be on the run. 


[Arnaud] | am here for my personal convenience. As 
soon as this case is brought to court and my presence is 
needed, | will return home. 


[Bile] In your view, what is Laurent Gbagbo’s role in this 
affair? 


[Arnaud] I will not go to the extent of saying that he is the 
brains behind it all, but I would not say either that he is 
not pulling the strings behind the scenes. 


[Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French on | 
October on page 3 carries an interview with FPI Secre- 
tary General Laisent Gbagbo, which reports: “} will cite 
you an example of a real case | know. This is the case of 
Paul Arnaud, our comrade in the party's Central Com- 
mittee who was managing LA VOIE and LE NOUVEL 
HORIZON. He presented an annual financial report 
that did not convince his associates. They spoke to me 
about that and I simply asked them to request an audit 
report, which is a modern working tool. They ordered a 
fresh audit which gave figures that did not tally with 
those given by Paul Arnaud, so his associates took the 
case to court.”] 


Gbagbo on Roots of Opposition’s Leadership 
Struggle 


ABO310150593 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 1 Oct 93 p 3 


(“First part” of an interview with Ivorian Popular Front, 
FPI, leader Laurent Gbagbo by an unidentified corre- 
spondent, place and date not given] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted) [FRATERNITE MATIN] 
Mr. Secretary General, at one stage there was much talk 
about a merger between the FPI and the Ivorian Workers’ 
Party [PIT]. And for some period of time, nothing was 
heard about it. What is the situation now in 1993? 


[Gbagbo] One can identify two categories of parties 
among the parties of the Left. First, we have the FPI 
which was created in 1982 after an analysis of the 
failures of armed revolutionary movements, especially 
after an analysis of the failure of sole political parties. 
[passage omitted] So, this party has existed since 1982 
and has established itself in the big centers such as 
Abidjan, Bouake, Gagnoa, Daloa, and Korhogo and had 
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already had structures well before 30 April 1990. [pas- 
sage omitted] This is the first category of pariies which 
contains only one party. 


After the 1990 events some groups of people also came 
together in groups—sometimes hastily—and formed 
parties: the PIT, the Ivorian Socialist Party [PSI], the 
Union of Social Democrats [USD], etc.... Already, at the 
time of their inception we were not at similar points in 
history. One category of parties was formed at the time 
when the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire [PDCI] was 
triumphant. This category pledged to fight against adver- 
sity, while the other category was formed when the PDC! 
had almost been defeated. 


This is ihe most recent historical point of view. We can 
look further back than this, but according to the most 
recent historical point of view, these are the characteris- 
tics of the two categories of parties. So, encouraged by its 
historical background, the FPI, on 30 April 1990, invited 
the other parties for discussion. This meeting took place 
on 13 May 1990 at the Novotel Hotel. 


{[FRATERNITE MATIN] To arrive at which conclu- 
sions’? A merger that was announced too early? 


[Gbagbo] We kept the language simple: let us merg 
because according to all the memorandums issued here 
and there, we belong to the same ideological family and 
politically we want the same method and we want to 
attain the same goal. So let us merge because there is no 
reason to form different parties in order to do the same 


thing. [passage omitted] 


All the parties present, that is to say, the FPI, the PIT, the 
USD, and the PSI, agreed on the merger, but the other 
three parties felt there was a need to wait. From that day 
we knew that everything was lost because we had the 
feeling that many people wanted to be the leader and did 
not see the historical need to come together to fight the 
PDCI at the same speed and along the same path. 


We created a coordinating committee that spent all its 
time not playing politics but playing childhood games. 
That coordinating committee died out because it had to. 
It died because we did not merge. It died because some 
people said they favored the merger, but in reality they 
did not want it. You know, I compare this situation to a 
house. One day I told some diplomats that I have built a 
big marble house. It is a very beautiful and luxurious 
house that lacks nothing and has several apartments. I 
told people to come and rent apartments here and live in 
it. They said no. We prefer to be chiefs in our huts rather 
than living in the apartments in this house where we will 
not be chiefs. This is the image that I have drawn. In 
such a situation there is no political solution. 


WEST AFRICA 23 


Views Proposed Merger With PIT 


ABO410171593 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in 
French 2-3 Oct 93 p § 


(“Second part” of an interview with Ivorian Popular 
Front, FPI, leader Laurent Gbagbo by correspondent 
Youssouf Sylla—place and date not given] 


{Excerpts} [Sylla] Merger, assimilation and merger... 
there’s a real leadership problem between your party, the 
Ivorian Popular Front, and the Ivorian Workers Party 
[PIT], isn’t there? 


[Gbagbo] Well, I think it is quite a problem. It is the only 
problem that cannot be settled politically, because where 
there is a political conflict, it can be solved politically, 
but where there is no reason for a failure to merge—~since 
no one can pinpoint why we are not together today— 
there is a problem. So we are still waiting. We are waiting 
and hoping that with the passage of time, common sense 
will prevail and both sides will realize that their salvation 
does not lie in the fall of the FPI. I say this because many 
people today are anticipating the demise of the FPI, 
thinking perversely that this will elevate them. 


I will not even delve into reports I received about the 
thoughts and remarks of some people following the 18 
February events. In some cases, people could hardly hide 
their joy, but we push all that aside because we are 
engaged in politics. We are in the service of Cote 
d'Ivoire, and we are working for the people. History will 
judge us. We are waiting and hoping that people will 
understand and that even if there is no merger, they need 
to come forward so we can work together. 


[Sylla] It seems the PIT rather “rebelled against” 
(opposed) the idea of assimilation and merger. 


[Gbagbo] I personally do not understand what is meant 
by assimilation and merger. If we merge, their parties 
obviously cease to exist. 


[Sylla] And all of them become FPI? 


[Gbagbo] It could be FPI or a party bearing another 
name. [passage omitted] 


[Sylla] It appears these are not the only reasons for the 
failure to merge. It is also being advanced that Gbagbo 
has softened his stance and has become quite gentle with 
the government with which he is accused of flirting. 
What do you say about that, Mr. Gbagbo? 


[Gbagbo] | do not believe that, because I am not sure if 
people were making such accusations igainst me on 15 
May 1990. Indeed. on 15 May. I rather had such suspi- 
cions about others (laughter). | had suspicions about the 
leadership of parties that had members like Emmanuel 
Dioulo, Ossey Gnassou. and so on. but as far as | am 
concerned, Dioulo. Ossey Gnassou. and so on have 
never been a problem. because you only fear someone if 
you are not strong enough yourself. How can a handful of 
individuals from the right. from the Democratic Party of 
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Cote d’lvoire-African Democratic Rally, lost within a 
few leftist parties (...) how can such people prevent the 
parties of the left from forging ahead? 


Personally, | believe, in line with my party’s strategy, 
that I do not need to justify myself. But if by any chance 
Gbagbo happens to have softened, once people have 
confidence in themselves. one person who becomes soft 
or who betrays the cause cannot prevent the others from 
moving ahead. Such a person cannot prevent the realiza- 
tion of a merger or the formation of a strong party. He is 
alone and if he represents nothing you kick him out. If 


you fear him, then there must be another reason. {pas- * 


sage omitted] 


[Sylla] Recently, some students embarked on a hunger 
strike which, as everyone knows, ended on a happy note. 
You paid them a visit. Was it to give them moral backing 
and, if yes, what did you hope to gain by that? 


{Gbagbo] I think we must be careful to distinguish 
things. Genera!ly speaking, I personally support people 
who fight to irmprove their well-being. That, in fact, is my 
philosophical norm and it does not hold solely for 
students. You saw me fly to the aid of employees of the 
Cote d'Ivoire Textile Industry Union when there were 
moves to close down their firm. You saw me all over the 
place. So the issue does not lie there. 


The issue is rather that in this hunger strike I did not want 
to go into the details of the students’ demands. From the 
beginning to end, I believed that the sight of these students, 
these young Ivorians, slaughtering themselves in order to 
have their demands met meant that the confidence crisis of 
the youth in relation to their country and the future had 
become acute, and that as a politician it would amount to 
abdication if one did not act urgently to find an end that 
would not be tragic. That was the rationale behind my visit 
to the students. That was the rationale behind my visit to 
Minister Alhassane N’Diaye (...) 


[Sylla] Assuming they had staged a protest march, would 
you have still supported them? 


[Gbagbo] But that is a different matter altogether. Had 
they adopted unconventional means, I would have exam- 
ined the content of their demands, but as I keep saying, the 
FPI is not a trade union. It is a political party. As such, its 
objective is to conquer power. If students demand the 
discarding of an everybody-study-every-subject system it 
will not be the FPI’s duty to militate to ensure that this is 
done. If the students want an improvement in the meals 
served at their dining halls it is not the FPI’s business to 
militate in their favor. [passage omitted] 


Guinea 


President Conte Speaks on Clashes, Lack of 
Security 


AB0210202993 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique de Guinee in French 0645 GMT I Oct 93 


[Text] The president yesterday conferred with elected 
representatives from Conakry. The discussions centered 
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on the search for solutions to the clashes that have beset 
the capital over the past three days. President Lansana 
Conte expressed great dissappointment with the Con- 
akry municipal authorities for failing to prevent 
Guinean brothers from clashing to the point of blood- 
shed. According to the preliminary casualty reports 
released by government, 18 people were xitled and over 
100 injured. The head of state ordered officials of 
Conakry municipality to strive to restore peace in the 
capital. Henceforth, he said, not even soldiers will have 
the right to shoot in the air, except in self-defense. 


Denouncing tribalism, the president stated that since all 
tribes are equal in Guinea, the manipulators are wasting 
their time. Conte added that street demonsirations have 
been banned until the electioneering campaign. Com- 
menting on the election dates, President Conte is cate- 
gorical: Nothing can prevent the holding of elections on 
5 December. 


Another important decision announced at the meeting 
related to the control of movement of aliens and regu- 
lating their stay in Guinea. An operation is already under 
way on the ground. 


Here is an excerpt of the president's speech deploring the 
incidents which have troubled the capital: 


[Begin Conte recording] What has happened is dis- 
gusting, because, unfortunately, the people in positions 
of responsibility adopted an irresponsible attitude. We 
must be frank with each other. If 1 am the one who does 
not know what I should be doing, tell me openly. I will do 
what ought to be done in order that you can organize 
yourselves better in the city. Personailiy, { think that you 
are not playing your part. This means you must begin to 
do so now. In the districts, you know yourselves. When 
there is a foreigner, if the district 1s really well organized, 
you should know that a stranger has come to a given 
place and when he did. Do not hide the people who come 
to your homes. [applause] Do not hide foreigners who 
come to your homes, because they are not all angels, 
whether black or white. If they are not Guineans, when- 
ever they come here we must know why. 


Today we hear reports of shooting here and there. You 
know what is happening, since some of you provided 
intelligence information that weapons are being smug- 
gled into Guinea. It is very easy to smuggle weapons into 
Guinea. What is difficult to prevent in a district 1s when 
these same weapons are turned against the residents. 
Indeed, that must be difficult. As soon as someone enters 
your house, he must be watched. You. the landlord 
sitting there, you receive a great deal of money in order 
to keep such and such a foreigner. You should know who 
he is and wonder whether you should spend this money, 
because the day you become aware of what he is doing 
and want to stop him, you will be the first person he will 
attack. It is necessary that we know those who come here. 
We ought to know who they are. 


As for our brothers who have political parties, | would 
like to say this: Stop training commandos. That 1s not 
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your business. [applause] Political party leaders can 
expose anyone they want, but have no right to keep 
commandos. Against whom does such a leader need 
commandos? Against the state security agencies or 
against the population? You have no right to possess 
weapons. No political party has the right to possess 
weapons. What people have the habit of doing in other 
countries should not be accepted here, because in such 
countries each party has its army. You have seen this in 
some countries, particularly in Africa, where each fac- 
tion has its army. They fight each other, and whichever 
faction wins takes power, with the other preparing to 
unseat it some day, and so on. It becomes a merry- 
go-round with the presidential chair. This is what people 
want to bring here since insecurity started to reign. 
Insecurity came with politics. You have the right to 
conduct politics, but you have no right to bring insecu- 
rity to the country. That right belongs to the politicians. 


If you who live in the districts are not consistent with 
yourselves, you only think that you are responsible for a 
part of your citizens and care little about the other one. 
Then people take the opportunity to divide you in the 
districts. You must be very cautions. It has never been 
my wis) since we came to power to send the army into 
the distiicts no matter what happens, unless during times 
considered difficult the army has to be sent in to protect 
the population. in reality, it is not normal for the army, 
which is there to defend territorial integrity, should be in 
districts to watch over residents. At worst, the police can 
be called in. We should not go beyond that. 


My brothers who capitalize on tribalism, you must stop. 
Since the tribal problem is not yielding the expected 
results, there are now people who take to the streets. 
When they see you passing by they ask: Are you Sosso? If 
your answer is yes, they beat you up if they happen to 
belong to a different tribe. Others say: Are you Fulani? If 
he is from a different ethnic group, he is beaten up. This 
is Only to incense tribes against one another. Afterward, 
it is the same people who will go to the interior to claim 
that in Conakry the Sosso are busy killing Fulenis or the 
Malinkes and so on. These are stories which must not be 
accepted. 


From 1958, when we attained independence, to 1988, no 
tribal clashes have ever recorded. It is since the intro- 
duction of democracy and partisan politics that ethnic 
problems have begun to rear their head. 


But you who live with us in the various districts, you will 
never find a district—not one single district in Con- 
akry—where representatives from all over Guinea do not 
live. But if you start [words indistinct] did the Soussous 
and the Korontis ever ask the Fulanis living there to 
leave? It is now that some are starting to close their 
doors—because they fear being attacked. This should not 
happen in Guinea. You should stop this. You are cer- 
tainly not many, but if you are well organized, you will 
be able to stop those who want to bring trouble to 
Guinea. I am not talking politics, | do not want to talk 
politics because this is something very difficult to grasp, 
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especially when politicians are not honest. [applause] 
You should understand. You see, what pains me is that 
some people are succeeding in deceiving you. If people 
succeed in deceiving.... [pauses] you who familiar with 
your own districts, you who are familiar with your 
sectors, you who are familiar with your municipalities— 
for those have elected to dare you and to come and 
disturb the peace is understandable. [sentence as heard] 
This is not understandable. I cannot understand this. 
Some of these politicians were here with us. You know 
them very well. Others are newcomers. But they also are 
Guinean nationals and you know them very well. It is 
useless to come now and tell Guinea what is not true—to 
do in Guinea what should not be done. 


1 am totally disappointed by what is happening in 
Conakry today. Conakry seems to be inhabited only by 
foreigners. Some came here two or three years ago. We 
know our country. If there are some Soussous among you 
who are against Fulanis, that is just too bad because you 
cannot kill the Fulanis. If tere are Malinkes who hate 
the Soussous, that is also too bad because they are also 
hundred percent Guinean—and no one can do anything 
about that. I know you like one another because as I just 
told you for 20 years there have not been any tribal wars. 
It now that they are have started to resurface because 
people think that, by reviving tribal wars, they will be 
able to raise support. 


If you support this kind of person, wait for election day, 
vote for him, and go back home peacefully, because you 
will be alone in the polling booth and nobody will watch 
you. I have asked to meet your cadres from Conakry 
because you have completely failed in your duties. To 
the governor and those responsible for the various dis- 
tricts I say: You have not met the people’s expectations, 
you have failed in your mission. You look inside your- 
selves and wonder if there will be any coup attempts. 
You should pull yourselves together and rise above 
politics—you have to do this. If you get involved in 
politics today, before 5 December, you will have failed in 
your mission, because all those who live in your districts 
count solely on you. 


I am not individually accusing all those who are here 
today, even if I know that some of you are instigators. 
But this is not the time, the time has not yet come. 
Tomorrow the people will disavow those of you who are 
disturbing the public peace today. [applause] You should 
not forget that they know who you are. | do not know 
you, but in your various districts, the citizens know who 
you are—but they are people with religious beliefs and 
they have respect for leaders. It will serve you right the 
day they are fed up with you! Before the police come to 
your rescue, I do not know what happen to you. You are 
always crying: Police, police! Instead of behaving well in 
order to live peacefully, you complicate situations and 
then you want the police to come to your rescue. You are 
aliowed to call the police to your rescue only when you 
have no other resort. You are responsible for security in 
your districts. When you do harm to a poor man who 
cannot pay you back, God will make you pay for it. 
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[applause] That is why each one of you should know that 
life does not end here. It is the individual who dies—but 
the country lives on with an ever increasing population. 
[applause] 


A few years ago, the city of Conakry had scarcely 
400,000 inhabitants, but today people talk about | 
million, some say more. Among these one million 
people, there are bandits, and they should be localized. I 
told you, do not involve yourselves in political fights. 
The politicians have failed, this is true. These people did 
not create political parties to build the nation up but to 
disrupt the peace in the country. Some are trying to hide 
behind other people whom they are using like screens. 
They will reveal themselves sooner or later. 


Liberia 


ULIMO Factions Meet in Freetown, Discuss 
Reunification 


AB05 10104393 Paris AFP in French 2054 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Freetown, 4 Oct (AFP}—Representatives of the two 
factions of the United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia, [ULIMO] have been meeting in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone since 3 October to try to lay the foundations 
for the movement's reunification, delegations attending 
the session disclosed in Fre town on 4 October. 


The 1,000 man-strong armed ULIMO movement, which 
was formed in Sierra Leone at the beginning of 1991 by 
former ministers of late President Samuel Doe, who was 
assassinated in September | 990, is seriousiy divided into 
three splinter groups. Two of the three groups are cur- 
rently holding discussions in Freetown. They are the 
“Liberian” faction, led by Alhaji Koromah, who signed 
the 25 July Cotonou Peace Accords, and the faction 
based in Freetown, which elected James Chelley in May 
as its interim leader after dismissing Raleigh Seekie from 
its ranks. Seekie, who represents the third ULIMO 
splinter group, did not send any representatives to the 
Freetown meeting. 


“It is high time now to heal wounds by uniting for the 
common good of the Liberian people,’ Chelley said. 
“We must not part from one another in disappointment 
but rather as relatives and friends,” he further said. 


For his part, Alhaji Koromah’s representative, Major 
Moazu Koromah, gave the assurance that his leader was 
not interested in “power struggles’’ and that he only 
wished to “bring peace and stability to Liberians who are 
tired of war.” 


The Freetown talks are expected to end on 5 October. 
Sources close to the delegations say the talks aim at 
preparing the ground for a forthcoming meeting between 
Koromah and Chelley. 
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Niger 


Government, Labor Federation Agree on Economic 
Measures 


ABO0310182093 Paris AFP in French 1052 GMT 3 Oct 93 


[Text] Niamey 3 Oct (AFP)—A union source revealed in 
Niamey today that, after six days of negotiations, the 
Niger Government and the Federation of Labor Unions 
of Niger [USTN] have reached an agreement on the 
budgetary measures decided by the authorities last June. 


The memorandum of understanding signed late yes- 
terday evening by Health Minister Mahamane Koullou 
and USTN Deputy Secretary General Issoufou Kado will 
enable the Niger Government to save 5.6 billion CFA 
francs (1 CFA franc = Fr0.02) on the 35 billion CFA 
francs annual wagebill earmarked for 1993, against 8 
billion if the plan had been fully implemented. 


Yielding to a central Federation demand, the govern- 
ment finally gave up on neutralizing the financial effects 
of promotions. Furthermore, the 24-percent indicial 
point value reduction was replaced by a “reduction in 
the basic salary of civil servants,” ranging from 5 to 20 
percent, depending on category. This measure will be 
implemented for 17 months, with a retroactive effect on 
August salaries. 


Finally, civil servants will not receive their three-months 
salary arrears, amounting to i4 billion CFA francs, but 
will be paid according to a “compensation” mechanism 
on fiscal debts, income tax, or by the allocation of plots 
or scrapped administrative vehicles. To mitigate the civil 
servants “sacrifice,” the government has undertaken 
relief measures by lowering prices for drugs, water, and 
electricity. It further promised to consult with the pri- 
vate sector for the reduction of rents and foodstuffs. such 
as millet, rice, and maize. 


This agreement ends four months of social crisis in 
Niger. Despite three strikes carried out by USTN since 
June, the Niger Government has several times stated 
that it had “no alternative but to implement these 
measures or lay off 9,000 workers”—out of 39,000—in 
an attempt to save the country from chaos. 


Since the 1980's, Niger has gradually slipped into eco- 
nomic bankruptcy, with the current budgetary deficit 
estimated at 100 billion CFA francs (Fr2 billion}—or 
double its resources for 1993. 


Nigeria 


Police Release CD’s Ransome-Kuti, Daughter on Bail 
AB04 10224893 Paris AFP in English 2237 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Lagos, Oct 4 (AFP)}—Police on Monday [4 October] 
released the chairman of the Campaign for Democracy 
(CD) rights organization and his daughter on bail after 
detaining them for three days, the official NEWS 
AGENCY OF NIGERIA [NAN] said. 
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Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti and his daughter Nike were 
released after being granted bail by a Lagos court where 
they were charged with unlawful assembly, disturbing 
the peace and displaying inciting placards. After 
pleading not guilty along with 15 other activists, they 
were granted bail of 3,000 naira (150 dollars) each. and 
their trial was adjourned until April 12, NAN said. 


The supporters of CD, which groups some 40 pro- 
democracy and human rights organisations, were 
arrested last Friday—the last of the three days of 
peaceful protest called for by unofficial presidential 
victor Moshood Abiola. 


Abiola, who stood for the progressive Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) in a June 12 presidential vote, has proclaimed 
himself winner of the poll, annulled by former military 
leader Ibrahim Babangida for alleged irregularities. 


The charges against the CD supporters related to a rally 
aimed at forcing the interim national government of 
Chief Ernest Shonekan to cede power to Abiola. The 
police used teargas to disperse the about 1,500 people 
assembled at the rally, held on the third and final day of 
the protests called by Abiola. Some of those arrested at 
that rally included unionist, students and journalists. 


Abiola Pays ‘Surprise’ Visit on Katsina State 
Governor 


AB0410212093 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Governor Saidu Barda of Katsina State says the 
recent unscheduled visit to him by the former presiden- 
tial candidate of the Social Democratic Party [SDP], 
Chief Moshood Abiola, did not only take him by sur- 
prise, but also embarrassed him. 


The governor, who confirmed the visit today while 
speaking with newsmen in Katsina, stated that Chief 
Abiola visited him yesterday without any prior notice. 
Gov. Barda explained that he felt embarrassed when he 
emerged from his room to face Chief Abiola and his 
entourage waiting at the sitting room. The governor 
disclosed that on request to know about Chief Abiola’s 
mission, the former SDP flag bearer told him that he was 
on a condolence visit to the former head of state, General 
Mohammed Buhari, over the death of his elder brother. 
He, Abiola, decided to make a stopover in Katsina and 
have a discussion with him. 


Governor Barda also disclosed that Chief Abiola solicited 
his support to be installed as the next civilian president of 
the country. The governor said he reminded Chief Abiola 
that he stood by his party’s decision on the annulled June 
12 election. Our correspondent gathered that Chief Abiola 
and his entourage bypassed three security gates before 
reaching the governor's sitting room. 


Meanwhile, security at the Katsina Government House 
has been beefed up while security men on duty on that day 
are now being charged for negligence of duty. It may be 
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recalled that Governor Barda read the communique of the 
i6 [as heard] NRC [National Republican Convention] 
governers meeting of las‘ week before the Head of State 
Chief Ernest Shonekan on the annulled June !2 election. 


Abiola Running Mate on Inquiry Into Annulled 
Elections 


ABO0410213593 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The row about last June’s abortive presidential 
election just won't go away. As proiesters took to the 
streets in support of Chief Abiola, the SDP [Social 
Democratic Party] candidate who has proclaimed him- 
self president-elect, the Shonekan government 
announced last Friday [1 October] that it was setting up 
a commission of inquiry that will investigate the circum- 
stances under which General Babandiga’s military 
council scrapped the electoral process as well as the 
ensuing crisis. But the other permitted political party, 
the NRC [National Republican Convention], say they 
were having nothing to do with it and it has put Chief 
Shonekan in a pretty difficult position. One man who 
stands to gain more than most from the reopening of this 
electoral can of worms is Chief Abiola’s running mate, 
Babagana Kingibe. In Lagos, Sola Odunfa asked him 
what he thought of the plan for a commission of inquiry: 


[Begin recording] [Kingibe] As you are aware, neither the 
terms of reference of the commission nor indeed the 
composition of the commission has been announced yet. 
So, one will really wait to get the details on these two items 
before one can definitively react to the commission. But 
even preliminarily, one is in a position to discern that the 
objective of this commission is not one that will meet the 
aspirations of Nigerians; and whatever their findings, what 
he is saying 1s that he is going to press on with fresh 
elections. That is very clear from even the two months he 
gave to the commission to do their work. That commission 
has not yet been named, they haven't started their work. Is 
it going to be tomorrow? Is it going to be next week? Is it 
going to be next month? Nobody knows, but he said they 
will have two months to do their work. And, of course, 
anybody who knows government processes knows that 
after the commission submits its report the government 
will also study the report. That could take one week, two 
weeks, one month. By that time, Chief Shonekan would 
have bought enough time for us to be on the threshhold of 
the end of his presumed tenure and I think... [pauses] 
Without meaning to impute any motive to Chief Shone- 
kan—whom I consider a friend, a fine gentleman whom | 
knew very well before he landed himself in this soup that 
he is in—I wouldn't want to accuse him of bad faith, but 
there isn’t enough evidence for me to conclude otherwise. 


[Odunfa] Do you think Chief Shonekan could have done 
otherwise, considering the threat being issued by state 
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governors of the NRC thai there would be bloodshed all 
over the country if he should reopen the issue of the June 
12 election? 


{Kingibe] Well, I think that if we were in some kind of a 
nursery game you could pose such a question. We are 
talking about the future of Nigeria, and we are at a very 
precarious and delicate stage of our national develop- 
ment, and I think it is very uncharitable of the NRC 
governors or Chief Shonekan to really insult the intelli- 
gence of Nigerians by putting up this charade of the NRC 
governors calling on Chief Shonekan and making the 
statement that they made. It is very clear to every 
right-thinking person that they were put up to it, the 
NRC governors were put up to it, and they were put to it 
by way of, you know, upping the ante, if you like, and 
raising the stakes in the game. Has any blood been shed? 
There will be no blood that will be shed. This blood that 
they are threatening will be shed in this country is in 
their imagination, and nobody’s blood will drop because 
there is a political impasse, and we are trying to resolve 
it as peacefully as possibie. 


At the end of the day, Chief Shonekan has the choice of 
either listening to the NRC governors, who appear to be 
his constituency now, and err on the side of injustice or 
listen also to the other side of the argument. The SDP 
governors have also made statements saying that justice 
should be installed, that democracy should be upheld. 
Now, if he wants to be on the side of justice and on the 
side of democracy, I think his best bet is to listen to the 
voice of Nigerians ac expressed via all sorts of fora, 
including by the SDP governors. [end recording} 


Association Advocates Death for ‘Future Coup 
Planners’ 


AB04 10223393 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] A group known as the Association for Protection 
of Democracy, APD, says a clause should be enshrined 
in the Nigerian Constitution to mandate the state to 
punish by firing squad future coup planners who are 
successful. In a statement signed by its national 
chairman, Mr. Ike Ezechukwu, the APD said such coup 
planners and those who participate in their government 
should equally be punished after they have left govern- 
ment. According to the association, this should check 
people who are susceptible to coup planning and execu- 
tion and make for a lasting democratic future. 


The APD described the annulment of the June 12 
election as a coup that succeeded. However, the associ- 
ation says because the interim national government is a 
body set up by decree, it is lawful and legitimate. The 
APD also advised SDP’s [Social Democratic Party] 
Chief Moshood Abiola to direct his resources to the 
more fundamental political issues at stake by yielding to 
champion the call by well-meaning Nigerians for a 
national conference to address fundamental political, 
economic, and social issues plaguing the nation. 


FBIS-AFR-93-191 
5 October 1993 


Religious Leaders Form Committee To Advise 
Government 


AB0410181593 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Excerpts] Religious leaders in the country have resolved 
to set up a joint advisory committee to assist the interim 
national government [ING]. This is part of decisions 
made at the end of a meeting with the head of state, 
Chief Ernest Shonekan, today in Abuja. State House 
correspondent Ojye Ogbonaya Oje now repoiis: 


{Begin recording] The meeting, summoned by the head 
of state, Chief Ernest Shonekan, was part of the ongoing 
dialogue and consultations to promote national reconcil- 
iation. [passage omitted] 


Earlier, Chief Shonekan had at the beginning of the 
meeting reaffirmed the belief of the ING in the existence 
of all religions. He gave an assurance that the govern- 
ment would at all times remain neutral on religious 
matters. The head of state called for the cooperation of 
religious leaders in the country in the arrangement to 
conclude the transition program. 


Prominent among those at the meeting included the 
sultan of Sokoto and Dr. Austin Merume Okoji. Others 
were Archbishop (Seth Idahosa), Bishop Benjamin 
Nwanchukwu, and Dr. (Obubie) [end recording] 


Togo 


Bomb Explodes at French Cultural Center in Lome 


ABO5 10120393 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 0730 
GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] We start immediately with Togo, where a pow- 
erful bomb planted at the French Cultural Center in 
Lome last night blew out part of the building. From 
Lome, Olabire da Cruz reports: 


[Begin Da Cruz recording] The explosion in Lome yes- 
terday evening at about 2030 left a 20-cm hole in a wall 
of the French Cultural Center, a few crumpled roofing 
sheets, shattered windows, and broke the windshield of a 
parked car. In addition, the handmade bomb seriously 
wounded a passer-by and slightly injured two others, one 
of whom was hit in the head at his home, situated about 
150 meters from the scene. 


The powerful explosion occurred a few dozen meters 
from the main office of Yaovi Agboyibor’s Action Com- 
mittee for Renewal [CAR] and the headquarters of the 
National Human Rights Commission, where a powerful 
explosion iast May blew out some windows and bored a 
hole in the building, in which the two headquarters are 
located. One of the two bomb planters, who was arrested 
a few days later, eventually confessed to rigging the 
explosion at the CAR main office. Both have since been 
prosecuted and are currently serving three-year jail sen- 
tences with a fine of 500,000 CFA each. 


FBIS-AFR-93-191 
5 October 1993 


Judging from statements by sources close to the Gen- 
darmerie and the extent of damage done, it is thought 
that the explosives used yesterday evening have the same 
characteristics as those found recently on the two bomb 
planters. For the moment, there is no information on 
wo planned yesterday's explosion or the reasons behind 
it. [end recording] 


WEST AFRICA 29 


{Paris AFP in English in a Lome-datelined item at 1109 
GMT on 5 October adds: “The French Cultural Centre 
has been closed since February, when France suspended 
cooperation with its small West African former colony 
because of mounting political and ethnic violence 
stalling a transition to multi-party democracy.”’] 
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